Field Notes at Rectory & Hampton

Loose notes, notebook 1

10.12.85

+ 13.12.85

8. 1.86
10. 1.86
14. 1.86
15. 1.86
21. 1.86
22. 1.86
28. 1
29. 1

4. 2

5. 2
11. 2

2
2

12.
28.

Notebook 2

10.12.85
11.12

25. 2.86
26. 2.

4, 3.

s T S
11. 3.
12. 3.
18. 3.
19. 3.
20. 3.
25. 3.
26. 3.
17. 4.

Loose Note
Visits:

10.7.87
23.3.88
13.7.88
15.10.88
8.11.88(?

Hampton

Visit to Rectory & Hampton
Visit to rectory & Hampton
Teddington Pool

Hampton

Rectory

Hampton

Rectory

=

R
H
R
H
R
iy

eddington Pool

Notes of visit H
LN LN - 8 H&R

eeting at Hamton Hill

3 ('

mIDEZRoDOdnom=xm

s

)

§%






(€)/a  (Qurn (rz)a/d (dz)a/g (dz)a/d (rz)a/e (dz)a/d
rALA LA 1°8Z 1°8C 12 9T 4T 1S
(2)a/A  (HZ)A/A (VE)A/A (HZ)9/A (ve)a/d (HZ)q/d (ve)a/d (HZ)a/9
i 4 AT/ 1°82 182 T°12 e %1 9T 0a
8 L 9 (2 Vi € Z 1 belinl-Ch
OPIIRATY ‘7
(£)4q8ny  (£)4q8ny  (€)Aq3ny (£)4q3ny  (z)ped (2)TeHS (Z)urwpeg
€67 €T £°G 792 YAl T°6C e TH
(D)3 (2)Aq3ny (2)Aq3ny  (Z)Aq3ny (Z)12008 (7)A99°03 (7)399908 (7)I199208
€67 €71 £°C YALTA rALS 1°62 1°72 T6T an
(€)ped (€)ped (T)wms (e)ped  (£)m@0008 (E)EHS (g)™@2005 (T) WIMS
€61 €S 78t 2°92 s 1°62 1°6T  98°'T°0T Sy
8 L 9 (= b € z T Ioyoes],

Tooyog umoIeBpRg T
(68°G°9T) SIOYOES] UATM SI30U YIOMP[EY JO Arew wng



@@



(2)1/4 (2)a/4

(2)se3n (2)/d (Z)seen (Z)se2K
£°8T 3 e £ ey (ALY IS
(€)1/d (2)1/d (2)1/d (2)a/d (2)seen
£°8T £°8T 1T £y (ALY oa
9 S K4 € 4 T I@Yoes],
(PeNURUOD) SPIIRATY *Z
¢ @ C



e o



FIELD NOTES: RECTORY SCHOOL

Wednesday Timetable: Third Half Term

Periods 1 & 2: 2A Gpl Soccer (MD) Gp2 Badminton (TM)
3 & 4: 3B Gpl Badminton (MLg Gp2 Soccer (KS)
5 & 6: 2B GpT/0 Soccer (KS) GpY/H Badminton (ML)
7 & 8: 5th Yr Games

KS dave; Suy
Friday, 10 January 1986

First year swimming at Teddington Pool. I arrived at 2.55pm and
at 3pm the first year boys filed quietly along the poolside
with KS. There were thirteen boys of various shapes, sizes and
swimming costumes. Eleven girls were already sitting quietly by
Me pool side.

The Rectory allocation of time was signalled by a blast on the
pool attendant's whistle (Fiona). She was the instructor and
proceeded to organise the group on the basis of junior school
visits to the pool. There were two groups: deep end swimmers
(5G6/8B) and shallow end learners (4B/6G). The whole group was
quiet and attentive.

KS worked with group in shallow end. Apparent aim of lesson to Sl w1
assess swimming ability. 3.04 when KS asked group to enter Gn
water one boy dived in proficiently (he Tater prodiced swiiming

goggles). An Asian pupil seemed a particularly weak swimmer.

KS's instructions were clear and understood. Well organised.

lonrmiots
3.11 Class out of water to make TPs: ambient temperature warm
3.13 Front crawl 10
3.16 KS uses best swimmer in group for demonstration of body peMo
osition in front crawl
19 Asian boy second nearest deep end for practice
35.20 Exercise to put face in water. Two boys do not do this.
3.21 Same good swimmer demonstrates float position for face in Homo
water
3.26 After some practice the two boys get face in water (one of
them is Asian boy). Latter makes determined effort for 1% \
widths. Y
3.27 KS brings group together to give feedback and praise. Pﬂ“‘
"Well done". Reinforces TPs. Some pupils shadow his T pawe
swimming stroke demonstration.
3.30 Free play: good swimmer and another boy join friends in
deep end group. Girls and boys go separate ways.
3.32 Boundaries of two groups merge. .
3.33 End of session (whistle). KS resumes control of the whole Cew
group. Group leave quietly and quickIy.

and aware; dress casual; lesson content - hiatus after 5/7
mins?

My observation process: was I aware of what happened? where do
I focus attention - teacher or pupil?

“Notes: observations re KS: clear instructions, well organised






For next week prepare a scheme and lesson for small group of
non-swimmers.

NOTES 2: On writing up these notes some 3 years later I can
still experience the stimulated recall of the notes. I remember
Fiona asking the children on the pool side what they had done.
I sat in the spectators balcony and made notes. Interesting
experience negotiationg the ticket barrier - explaining that I
was with the school. I am also aware of the two pupils I
mentioned. The Asian boy was thin and fairly tall, the good
swimmer was short, wore white trunks and was the active kind of
pupil that one notices as a teacher. Impish.

I think I came to the pool following conversations with MD &
KS. If I use the material I ought to say about the transport to
the pool and the travelling time (10 mins). It also occurred to
me that the swimming lesson ended after the official end of
school and provides an example of voluntary overtime by pupils
and the issue of the care of pupils at the end of the school
day. Those pupils who lived near the pool were allowed to go
pgﬁe rather than travel back to school.
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Arrived late at 9.20pm.

Periods 1 & 2: Second Year Games (MD)

Football. 16P 9NP. A cold morning. Warm up long run. Skills in
grids. Small-sided games. Atmosphere different to yesterday at
Hampton. Nine not taking part. Maximum activity in game to end
9 v 9.

Midway through the lesson 11 boys arrived. They had been
waiting at the Sports Hall for badminton. MD tells them they
should have been at the school gym.

W e,
Periods 3 & 4: Third Year Games (KS) PR

Now an even colder morning! Football. 20P 1NP(sprained wrist). 59
Rained midway through this lesson with lower ability group. whl'muluw-
Some disruptive behaviour.

ﬁfﬂwarm up game/practice was to hit ball below knee. Two small | ¥mmumkt
sided games. I joined one game. Boys worked well and were
responsive.

Periods 5 & 6: Second Year (ML) Sports Hall

Chaotic!! ML seemed to arrive late. There was uproar in the

sports hall. 23P 2NP Badminton. Some boys had brought their own
racquets. School racquets handed out by ML. Lesson started with
free play in both halls. Three nets set up.

12.18 pm Group called in for TPs.

talked to second year boy (Alan) on the way back to school.

(] NOTE: I was struck this morning by the playfulness of non-
participants. Perhaps I could explore this?

At lunch time I wasked if I could provide two students for Mr
Jameson to act as hares for the Middlesex schools athletics
trials .

PM: No notes.

Wednesday, 22 January 1986
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Periods 1 & 2:

16P 5NP. weather got worse during lesson. Similar process to
last week. Walk to fields, wait to change, slow to change, into
warm up, small sided games. MD keen to introduce skills. This
week: 2v1l pass to marked player who can shield or pass back.
Aim: to attack line behind defender. MD set up practice whilst
group watched. Boys worked in 3s. There was one group of four.
MD moved from grid to grid making points and encouraging. Boys
tried to follow but often lacked skill/understanding to carry
out practice.

As the temperature dropped and rain started, game introduced.
Used rugby pitch, because other pitches unusable. Some boys
actively involved whilst others became gradually colder. One
boy left the game because of a sore leg and immedaitely joined
one the NPs in a yoyo game. All 5NPs involved in yo yo.

Lesson ended abruptly with a goal scored. No pre-warning.

I should ask MD about value of such lessons.
Boys walked back to school some asked for lift.

Lessons 3 & 4: 16P 3NP

q
Weather much worse. John Adams & JJ arrive very early and say 'I .
KS "under the weather".

No further notes.
COMMENTARY :

My notes here are extremely brief, written on loose A4 sheet. I
think I chose to use these because of weather.

Wednesday, 29 January 1986

Arrived at school at 9.05am. Damp, wet morning. 'Grange Hill'
feel to the morning. Came to school to check on pitch
availability/suitability. A number of questions to pursue:

Iimmnant AF wrantrhar?:s Aan orhanl acecamhlianas Adrra Ak Snfarmarian



games field/ when are pupils released to go down to games? who
checks their rainwear?; any register between am arrival and
games field?; what liaison between staff and dept?; when are
decisions made about facilities?

I get lift to playing field with MD in minibus.

Periods 1 & 2: Second Year Football (MD)

17P 12NP. Weather deteriorated throughout lesson. A
considerable flow of sick notes at start of lesson. Already
raining. A number of boys were sent to the Sports Hall.

Lesson started at 9.45am with 6P & 8NP. Very brief warm up and
then small-sided game. Some pupils arrive from sports hall in
trickle. Many talked of desire NOT to participate. 3 pupils
only had trainers. One was wearing white tennis shoes. Kit of
various kinds.

Lesson restarted at 10am with warm up/practice of man-to-man
games. Then played 9 v 9 game with man-to-man marking. Weather
now much worse: cold chilling wind. Some boys active but
remainder getting cold. Two pupils (Skinner and a friend) went
for a lap to get warm - when they came back they stood still!

I was aware of the 'foul' language of some boys.

The NPs are not allowed in the changing room (they are locked
out). Today they spent their time playing penny up the wall;
pushing each other; writing on hands; swarmed around the
changing room door for warmth. I wondered about a hard core of
NPs: what factors influence their choice?; having a laugh?

The lesson ended at 10.20 and boys clustered in changing rooms
for warmth. (no one showered). Some boys had talcum powder.
Some sang!

I had a sense of an ordeal being over for another day.

Periods 3 & 4: Third Year (KS)

The weather had deteriorated to such an extent that KS diverted
his group to the sports hall where they joined MLs group. the
lesson reminded me of days at Whitton. Are there boys who act
as catalysts for particular kinds of behaviour?

Two boys had already changed when Ks arrived at games field.

Others who had arrived were reluctant to change. KS took
minibus and I walked over with Josh and Owen. The group in
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When I arrived at the sports hall there were boys playing
football, table tennis and some NPs sitting around. One boy
played with yo-yo until confiscated by KS. Note initially small

number of disruptive elements gradually disturbed all table
tennis: used tennis ball; smash the table tennis ball at your
partner; run around and fight.

Some boys seemed determined to play come-what-may. I played
game v Dean and friend. I showed JJ a pen grip hold and he
seemed quite happy.

ML organised the football in a sheepskin coat (he was keeping a
record of the temperature in the sports hall. KS spent most of
the morning organising pupils. He seemed very sensitive to
difficulties.

Cowh

P

At the end of the lesson, I took refuge in the nearby cafe and
wrote up my notes which include the following questions:

What expectations do staff and pupils have in wet/ poor
weather?

What do senior management expect?

What happens to pupils' understanding of PE in doubled up
lessons? What account would they give?

Do the staff engage in a damage limitation exercise at such
times (conceptual and structural!)?

The Sports Hall is coild and gives an impression of being under
siege. Windows have been (repeatedly) broken and our now INGOONT
continuously boarded up. There is no heating. The nearby
shopping centre provides a refuelling stop for pupils. Qr

do pupils remember more what they bought at shops than what
they did in the lesson?

Do such occasions provide a rationale for the day? (Do pupils
plan to eat around the timetable?)

What physiological/biochemical problems occur because of length
of school morning? (Can sugar poisoning account for some of
behaviour?)

Does the institution recognise such factors? What strategic
planning for: staff/pupils/atmosphere/ethos ?

If PE is marginalised by planners, how do teachers cope with
day's timetable (note KS)?

What counselling required during bad weather? How do staff
develop? (PE staff assumed to be able to cope)

What do children do at home during wet weather?

12.10pm: Pupils still entering the bakery to buy food.

Periods 5 & 6: Second Year (ML)

The bad weather continued and so groups doubled up in the
sports hall. This prompted me to think about: the strategies
teachers have to operate to cope with weather and the non-
availability of facilities. I also conteplated the particular
off-site arrangements at Rectory which removed the markers for

toarhare A+ what nainte fran Adicrinlina ha imnacad? Ara acamac



ML expresses concern about doubling up an the non-educational
nature of arrangements. Note in our conversation he mentioned
'educational' on a number of occasions.

I walked around the sports hall and discoverd (at 12.30) a
group playing penny-up-the-wall in the corridor (three pupils).
I decided to stay in the sports hall office and evesdrop on the
game. In the process, I made notes from some information ML
gave me (DH Hargreaves' ILEA report). By 12.44 game had
developed into threatening behaviour, one pupil says "I can
play with money people owe me." 12.56 game continues and
prompts me to think about: who controls the game
(consent/threat ?)?; who selects site and partners? "This is
not a good wall". Boy comes into office to ask for lost money.

Notes end here with a question about temperature in sports hall
and the avenues for ML & KS to complain.

For Hargreaves' notes included in field notebook, NOTE:

with regard to PE, para 3.9.27 (p6l), PE is compulsory by
o tradition:

PE makes an important contribution not merely to fitness,
psycho-motor development and education for leisure but
also the wider aesthetic, intellectual, social and moral
development of the pupil.

some pupils dislike PE: substantial evidence of truancy during
games or for whole day on games days. The Report suggests that:

In some schools we believe the severe unpopularity of PE
to be a reflection on the quality of teaching in the
subject: the curriculum content and/or teaching method is
inappropriate; there is lack of high expectation or a
neglect of all but the most gifted; there is too great an
emphasis on competition rather than co-operation.

There must be diversity and wider dissemination of good
?ractice. PE should not be compulsory for 4 to 5 years but a
@ 'free option'. However:

all pupils should be made aware of the importance of PE
and encouraged to pursue it in some form, either within
the formal curriculum, in extra-curricular activities, or
in personal leisure activities.

Para 3.9.29 discusses personal and social education (pp61-62)

Para 3.9.38 outlines curriculum. 37%7 of time available for
free options to include PE in years 4 & 5 (p64)
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Wednesday, 5 February 1986

Arrived 9.15am. Beautiful sunny morning, frosty ground.
Period 1 & 2: Second Year (MD)

20P 5NP

Started at 9.45 with cross country run. MD led group for first
half then let group race. I followed at back with stragglers,
some were either extremely unfit or unwell. Richard Skinner i
pain but finished run. Stewart took part (regular NP), Darren
tried to hide. Pupils cut corners on run. Vince had stitch.
This prompted me to think about PO - fitness required. Also
wondered about weather on spirit. The atmosphere was well-
mannered and even-tempered.

I refereed one of the two 5v5 games. Boys played well.

Periods 3 & 4: Third Year (KS)






Football. 19P 5NP. Frost coming out of the ground. Whilst
waiting for the lesson to start, I made some notes on the
phasing of lessons:

Arrivals

Changing

Starting procedures gﬂUNqVAM
Developments

Game play

Concluding procedures
Changing

Departures

During the lesson I was aware of three aspects: "turd arse",
"forty-fouring", and mud throwing. I noted that:

Notwithstanding the excellent weather and the structure of the
lesson there was considerable traffic in non-authorised
activity.

Whenever KS asked children to do an activity there were

Con NUL

numerous examples of short-circuiting. In some cases an Gr'mwﬁh“

acceptable culture of 'cheating'. For example, in passing
Mactice (no of passes in one minute) many pairs seemed to
invent their score.

KS used prevailing conditions well. Intro warm up was different
and interesting. A run interspersed with pupils showing
exercises to group to follow. John Adams particyularly
unhelpful and opposed to activity.

At the end of the lesson, I went over to bakers. First pupils
arrive there 12.05pm.

NOTE: on a separate sheet of A4 I found a copy of some notes
al ut the end of this lesson. As a remedy to the poor quality
of play KS introduced a game of 3 touches of the ball to win.
When KS said "winning goal" I noted question of why this became
so important for the boys. It was not a good game of football
but I described it as "committed in a way". The end of lesson
comes when KS arbitrates on shot at goal. Result brings 'joy'
to one team and a series of taunt and counter taunt from
victors and losers. Taunts, mud thrown, threats, and changing
room debate about outcome.

In my notes I speculated about phases of the lesson (see above)
that involved: a game event; intervention; a concluding
strategy; catharsis/arousal; ongoing dispute. I have seen a
number of situations where a teacher-invented conclusion has
created 'management' problems. Threats of physical violence and
intimidation arise and it might be useful to have a look at
this incident in regard to KS; this partic group; teaching in
general. There are all sorts of implications including that of
dealing with events that could be resolved displaced to journey

hanl #A anhaAanl

b 7

Undinyp -






Period 5 & 6: Second Year (ML)

I arrived at 12.15pm. The Sports Hall was quiet. 3NP - two
playing then wrestling on mats, 1 playing a computer game on
watch. (latter eventually incorporated into organised fight on
nat). When I arrived ML organising a defensive clear practice.

5 | 1. On three courts and lowest ability group pushed to
edge of court. This marginal group included Sawyer and plump

boy in glasses. Sawyer unable to hit shutlecock. Managed one
successful return and practice ended.

ML called group in for demo (he had chosen a pupil who had
performed well) but demo did not work.

12.30 A late arrival announces "I don't like badminton"

By this time Sawyer and friends have moved to ante-room and are
told by table tennis "There's no room here". sawyers proceeds
t%ﬂPlaY a frying pan game.

As lesson progresses some children stop participating. ML
thinks this is because they are good at other sports and have
become frustrated at their inability in badminton. One of these
pupils, Alex, said he had stopped because he was put in a wrong
group, his friends were elsewhere.

ML thought the lesson's atmosphere was due in part to last
week's football. He wondered whether badminton was suitable for
second years.

ML organised rally game. Sawyer eliminated very quickly and
went to play frying pan game against wall.

ML discussed continued notes from NPs.

Lunch Time:

o

Votice on board in staffroom, in takes for 1985-86 (as of
17.1.86)
Outside Borough
School B G T B G T
Rectory 77 84 161 12 13 186 (4th highest in borough)

Left Rectory at 2.15pm to watch Hampton v St Brendan's game.






dnesday, 12 February 1986

cold morning. Snow still on ground. Arrived 9.10am.

riods 1-6: mixed groups in Sports Hall.

~

ML>

Periods 5-6: I supervised KS's Third Year group.

Periods 7-8: Watched 14 5th years on circuit. A quiet lesson
with everyone working hard.

My last visit to Rectory before half term was transformed by:
the weather and Mr Limberick's absence. Following the NUT
action, covering/substitution of lessons a key issue. I
volunteered to cover if this did not compromise any of the
parties concerned:

1. This gave me an opportunity for practical input and
help. (Mr Jameson, deputy head, was extremely
'grateful' 9.45, Mr Garnett, head, 'very pleased' at
2.45pm)

2. But problem of identity with some of the groups. This
particularly a problem in lessons 5 & 6 when I was
obliged to 'control' some of the Third Year group.

There was no plan for the day other than the sports hall was to
be used. Pupils were given the option of football or table
tennis. I was to organise the table tennis.

Noted similar plavful themes: wrestling and pennvy up the wall.






Some boys were able to play table tennis without supervision
others required much more attention. I wondered if this was a
low boredom threshold.

In supervising the table tennis I was able to sit down and talk
to pupils. One of them, stewart told me of the penny up the
wall game. stories included: using £1 coins for £5 games; one
boy lost £28 in one day (Stewart?%; stewart "had learnt my
lesson"; he now played friendly games with very clear rules.

In the midst of third year games, John Adams drank a can of
Bass shandy.

Note taking was not possible during the day for a number of
reasons but I was able to have extended conversations with MD &
KS. I noted briefly that our talks touched upon: inertia;
status; questioning; alternatives (curriciulum/career).

COMMENTARY :

Even these notes which were hastily jotted on two sides of a
loose A4 sheet are evocative for me. i recall that there was
snow on the ground and the sports hall was very cold. The
reason why I intervened, particularly inlessons 5 & 6 was to
stop bullying, over-vigorous wrestling, threats of aggression,

and attempts to breal the limited number of nballs available.
Darren & friend were vulnerable.

I sat on benches and tried to minimally interfere. John Adams
wore his scarf. perhaps I can write about a cold day at the
sports hall.



Wednesday, 26 February 1986

A sunny but extremely cold morning (a predicted wind chill of -
14°F). Arrived at school at 8.50am. Met and chatted with MD.
New half term arrangements. I copied timetable. KS will work
outside periods 3&4.

I decided to walk to Sports Hall to check time: 8 minutes
without hurrying. When I arrived at the Sports Hall the heating
engineer was trying to get the heating system to work. My early
morning thoughts turned to: curriculum planning - what
educational benefits are to be gained from the walk to the Hall
and the ambient temperature inside and out? What humanises
planning? How useful is it to have an off-site facility? Who
oversaw design and construction? What opportunity did potential
users have to voice interests/concerns? Is there a borough
policy?

Lessons 1 & 2: Rugby

9.30 No arrivals
9.38 Pupils start to arrive
9.39 MD comments re behaviour

My notebook was locked away for the lesson! Tried to note
framework afterwards: 21P 2NP

9.50 Lﬁsson starts. Warm up involves "Get into groups of
> 8

9395 MD demos pick up

10.00 Move to next practice - pick up and pass

10.05 channels

10.20 Corner ball

In observing the lesson, I calculated that there were some 7
minutes available for pupil activity after warm up:
organisational points;TPs made to restless group; considerable
time waiting for silence.

10.26 Late end to lesson. MD says he will write note to
French teacher for the class.

I spent part of the lesson talking to Stuart one of the NPs. He
spent his time playfully wrestling, sliding on benches, racing
about and eating peanuts. In the midst of this activity he told
me about his interest in martial arts (spirit combat) and his
like of warm weather.

Lessons 3 & 4: Third Year 20P 7NP

I walked across from the Sports Hall. Took five minutes. No one
at Pavillion when I arrived at 10.35. A very cold day, chilly
yet very sunny. My notes reflected how cold my hands became!

10.45 First boys arrive. Colin says some have gone to
Sports Hall.
10.48 KS arrives with ML. They discuss who should be where.

ML goes to Sports Hall.



very aware of the temperature!

11.05 Most of the boys outside and KS sends them for a run. ﬂmu
I follow them and there is a second run when everyone ?hﬂ
is ready. Half way round second run KS divides group, :
I work with half, he works with half. He kindly gives @
me the pleasant half without saying so. Thereafter I
organise the group: warm up then with partner; races
with shuttles; 5v5 touch I play. A small game on
small pitch with emphasis on activity. Bargain struck
15 minutes work then in. Boys work hard and we end on[l C)

time. KS brings his group over to play but my group
have had enough and choose to go in.

At half time in my game I talked about squabbling. 1:9 seems
fine! Wind very cold at end. I thanked the group, they ran off Cobd
" wi

LY

to change. Activity ended 11.27 which left 15 minutes in
changing room.

~ Some notes on lesson:

Owain did not do PE and was reticent to say why. KS deducted

g&“ﬂd \merit as rules dictate. At the strat of lesson many boys talked
about cold. Some were very cold but became more involved. Sean
only boy in my group not to have tried fully - yet he tried! KS

\said he was pleased to be out. He was concerned that his

U“$ message about clothing had not sunk in. Some boys commented on
our warm clothing and said "It's easy to talk when you dress
like that." The playing surface smooth and unrutted. At end of
lesson boys walked off chatting.

Today was the first day for a year that Robert Smith did PE.
Even he was able to use the term "turd arse'" without blinking!
How integrated is Taig? Will trevor Lord ever take part: 5
demerits in first week.

/NPs. I congratulated boys on participation.

Lessons 5 & 6: Third Year Rugby 17P 8NP

ML's Third Year Rugby went ahead. Brilliant sunshine, wind very
cold. Introductory warm up was a long run (I took part); game
organised - first to four tries; made a note about Jason Heath
& Ricky.

Many of the boys were ill-prepared for the weather. Tom Sawyer
and three other boys eventually lay on the ground to avoid the
wind! This group of four rem,ained inactive. Discussed this
with ML on way back to school.

ML sent them for a run to warm up. Lesson started c¢ 12.25 and
ended ¢ 12.45. We talked in the changing room at end.

Note: at Lunchtime MD reports that he has met with JG to
discuss 'third period' proposals and had met a supportive



Periods 7 & 8: Fifth Year Football

Options afternoon for fifth year. I arrived at 2.32.

2.33 First boys in sight
2.35 First pupils arrive
2.40 MD arrives

Ten boys are here only three have kit. No football today! MD &
I talk about job applications and CVs. The group talked in
changing room. MD talked to the group about next week and kit.

Note although this was a change over day, boys knew in advance
their activity choice for this half term. Significance of
weather?
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;AZB February 195& First Year Swimming (teddington Pool)

24P 2NP (both plump boys)

This was the first swimming lesson for KS's tutor group. He had
told me they were a lively group. When I arrived one of them,
Terry, was already_trying his hand at collecting money from the
changing room lockers (the 10p deposits left by unsuspecting
customers!). He said he had made money out of this in the past.
He was to prove one of the characters of the group. Small, full
of energy and subversive!

This was an assessment lesson. Fiona organised the group. KS
took remainder of weaker swimmers. All able to swim. Lesson for

MKS involved: 2 x front crawl; chain tag; stroke development;

free play.

I hovvered on the fringe of KS's group. At the end of the
lesson, ¢ 3.40 KS and I had chat. He seemed disenchanted. The
following points came up:

1% KS concerned about his future yet headteacher
unable/unwilling to see him

"I want to see him about something very important l
«..my future."

Kevin thought the head was avoiding him and finding
excuses.

This basic concern led to:

2. Disquiet about the timetable - management seemed to
timetable staff without regard to expertise. KS was
taken in and out of CSE. He particularly enjoyed
anatomy and physiology, yet after one year was
removed and another teacher (Lesley) borrowed his
notes to teach the course. There had been no
consultation about this.

3. Sense of powerlesness and insignificance



4. Expressed concern that MD was not forceful enough. KS
thought him too compliant.

Kevin seemed depressed about these points. I asked if there was
anything I could do, perhaps raise issues with headteacher?

After our discussion, KS drives children back to school in bus.
I asked about his prospects for the weekend. He said he would
have to do some lesson preparation:

"with working three nights per week, the weekend is
the only time I have to prepare"

(Note)

One of the college students called in to see me to express his
concern about discipline standards and the lack of teaching at

™
the school pe. He was on a block teaching practice. He has made
representations to change the groups he is teaching.

I spoke to him about my research (in part he came to me because
of my research role) and my experience.

This episode:
il Gave me another view of the school

2. Gave me cause to consider disclosure.



Wednesday, 5 March 1986

A relatively warm morning. On my way to school I noticed at
Hamton School that plastic cups had been placed in the hedge: a
kind of neat litter? Seeing the pupils in the Rectory
playground encouraged me to think about school and the
opportunity to converse and how opportunities to do so were
structured formally and informally in the curriculum. The off~-
site arrangements at Rectory particularly amenable to this. In
the playground there were large groups of children centred
around yo-yos.

I arrived at 8.50 and chatted briefly with MD. A little later
KS tells me he has sent for details of a post in Cornwall.

I walked to field and arrived at 9.18. The groundsman was
cleaning the changing rooms.

Lessons 1 & 2: MD Rugby

Prior to my departure from school, MD had said "We might even
be able to get out". The ground was wet and slippery. I made
use of the time to write up some points:

1. What longer term planning takes place to develop with
extended bad weather? (teachers, pupils, school, parents)

2. Given the teachers' action, how has leisure time been
reallocated?

3. If results were part of the process of assemblies has their
absence for 12 months alerted other staff to the lack of extra
curric PE or even the work of the PE staff?

4. The creative use of off-site provision by pupils to avoid
PE.?

9.31 No arrivals the changing rooms have been left
unlocked and I have left door open visibly for
pupils. Will this change structure of lesson?

9.33 First Pupils arrive "Are we doing Ruﬁby today?" "Oh,
good" "Are you taking us or Mr Dare?

9.35 Late arrivals. The Vietnamese boy is changed and asks
for a ball. He also asks "Are we doing Rugby because
some have gone to the Sports Hall?"

Two pupils offer me excuses for NP.
9.37 Stream of pupils arrive

9.38 MD arrives and hands out three rugby balls. To the
rst, "Right, quick as you can." He interrogates the
NPs: "Got your rcord book?" "Where is everybody
else?"
A number of pupils say: "Mark Spriggs said..."



9.40
9.45
9.48

9.52

9.54

MD sends NPs to get pupils from Sports Hall.
Pupils start to move out of changing room.
MD ready

He calls boys in: 16P 4NP. Round the pitch warm up
begins: run/exercise/run...

At this point Stuart and friends arrive: "Sir, are we
inthis group?" They have a brief chat about their
inability to be in this group.

Two NPs arrive from Sports Hall from their errand.
Robbie is playing on his bike.

Group return from warm up. The following exchange
occurs:

"Find a partner, please.”

"Anyone without a partner?" 'Me!"

"Come with me then."

"One ball per pair, I am going to give them out...
What we are going to do is very simple."

MD organises passing practice. Note there is a boy

without apartner yet there are 16 in the group! MD gives
directions. "As soon as I give you a ball, you may start."

I withdraw to a distance to observe lesson. Lean against oak

tree.

9.56

9.58

10.00

10.02

10.03

10.04

10.05

Activity starts acoss rugby pitch. MD cries out "You
cheat..." Another group cuts corner as well. A second
group remonstrates with them.

MD demonstrates a floated pass: "Let's try and keep a
nice swing."

"What makes the pass easier?" The boys watch but seem
restless. Re-start practices across whole width of
pitch.

MD stops them after one width of pitch and gives TPs
(inaudible to me so far away)

Demonstration and Q/A. Then moves to tackle demo &
Q/A. Makes safety points and the boys are able to
give basic points (how have they got this knowledge?)
Activity restarts: "Find a nice piece of ground."
"Five each then change over'". Boys work alond a line.
MD moves around group. Boys are getting muddy.

"once more each" then whistle. "Back on the line."
"Come on lads. Stop that! David don't sit on him!"

"What we are going to do now is..." (At this point 5



10.07

10.08

10.10
10.11

10.12

NPs are playing behind changing room) some hide

behind trees. MD calls Robbie over and tells him to
get everyone to sit down on the benches.

"Lads, at this rate we are going to get a five minute
game." Some of the group act as policemen for the
group.

MD explains rules. Chicken scrsatch 1lvl scrum.
Tackling and pitch 22m

Game starts and boys enthusiastic.

Game stopped for MD to make point about space. "No
lineout. Start with pass."

MD conditions game. "You must have 4 passes before
you score" (No side near scoring yet)

'Great pass. ... That's better!"™ (3 passes and team
passing goes backwards)

At this stage 4 NPs in front and 1 behind CR. (I have made a
note to think about space given to NPs and the ethical dilemmas
posed by their behaviour.)

10.15

10.16

10.19

10.20
10.21

10.22

Whites score try from five yards out. Three attempts
at chicken scratch.

Try scored: "Well done, Chris" "Come on blues"

There are now two NPs behing pavillion. Blues manage
to pass ball for 1 min but cannot manage four passes.
MD counts and comments.

"Good tackle Reesy" (Reesy gets up and holds his
head). 2NPs are playing a game behind the trees. A
third NP joins them.

"Nearly there blues."

A dangerous tackle and MD says '"You know the rules".
"Lat chance blues" A boy drops the ball and is called
a "Nurd" by some of his team mates. The game ends
here on this mistake.

"In you come... Super stuff ... Showers ... Now next
week, let's have you here early."

The boys have worked hard and in the changing room, one of the
boys asks '"Sir, can we have a team now the strike is over?"

10.26

Some boys

10.27

10.28

The shower debate starts: '"Do we have to have a

shower?" "Are you having a shower?" "Spriggs you told

S we

shower but most get dressed unwashed.

MD walks through changing room. '"Remember your towels
next week.'" Conversations in full swing.

"I've given you extra time." (lesson ends at 10.28)






10.33 The boys are still changing. MD chivvies boys. He is
late for his next lesson and will have to write a
note for the boys as well.

10.36 Boys still on road.
I wait for KS but then discover there has been a mix up. KS
should be doing badminton not Rugby. ML will take rugby this

lesson. I walk over to Sports Hall and arrive at 10.41. No one
in sight.

Lessons 3 & 4: Third Year Badminton KS Sports Hall 16P 6NP

10.45 The Sports Hall is locked so I wait outside White
House for first boys to arrive. A cold wind starting.

10.48 First boys arrive. School discussions about options
the main conversation point. John Wilds shows me his
completed form. KS arrives.

10.48 JT arrives on bike.
11.01 KS starts lesson. A verbal exposition whilst holding

on to the equipment. A boy has cut his hand on the
broken glass in the door.

11.02 John Adams arrives.

11.03 Groups of four on the court. Handing out equipmept is
like feeding time at the zoo. Activity starts

KS polices. 6 NPs. John Adams goes to small gym.

11.06 KS moves from court to court explaining grip to
players.

Sean is a NP today and responds to my presence by calling me
"baldy" ( I muse on what I have done to elicit this response, I
also wonder why it is important to him)

drawing on the blackboard. (They had not brought

11.07 KS has visited all three courts. Danny and Adrian are’
their kit, they were confused about the activity.)

11.12 KS continues to move around. A command/instruction is
lost in the acoustics of the hall. KS whistles.

"In you come and sit around the court." It takes 1 CangiWlU
min to gather in group. The group focussed on centre

court.

"What we are going to do..." He waits for silence, ]lhm@ﬂﬁf
the boys are restless.

oA "Can you just put your racquets down in front of
you?" Audible noise of rackets being put down (metal

frames of hard surface). KS divides court in two. He

uses John Wilds to demonstrate. The noise continues.



KS looks at NPs.

KS explains about the service rule. Conditions a small court ”
1vl game.

11.14 Activity restarts. Small area 1lvl. On the middle
court Josh and Ben are moved off to accomodate two
Johns. The former move to play between courts with no
net.

11.15 JJs group is still playing 2v2. KS moves in to
organise game.

11.17 Josh and Ben have moved onto court 3 and swap places
with Owain and friend.

11.18 Ks on court 1 demonstrates technique. Meanwhile 2NPs
(Danny & Adrian are playing coin game on mat).
Meanwhile I try to divert 3 other NPs.

11.21 KS on court 2. Danny & Adrian continue to attract
attention of other 3NPs

I noted in my field notes that perhaps I could use friendship
dyads for interviews with pupils. On talking to NPs I discover
that PE is included in option 2 for the next year. Danny has
made a mistake in filling in his form. He does not know PE
means physical education. He is concerned about this when he
discovers his mistake.

11.26 KS organises court 2. Moves to court 1. Says to 3NPs
"Can I see you at the end please?" In the small gym,

NP

the players are still working quietly. KS tries to X Llas
explain serve technique to court 1. A
11.30 As KS pases he tells me about court 2: "They have ||(efiNl ]
decided that what I set up was boring so they have
developed their own game. That's fine."
11.32 KS patrols and as he passes he says '"They ar working] 4 fo
——— quite well." .
11.33 Ks whistles to bring group in but this raises noise
level. KS shepherds group around middle court. KS o
waits for silence. 3NPs are told to shut up. KS then

goes through service.

11.35 Group grows quiet. KS makes TPs about serve and
service reception. John Wilds serves KS shows smash
response to weak serve.

11.36 Noise is growing.
"Paul, why don't we have our racket down?"

"Because it would take too long to get up to hit."
"YES "

In his moment of glory, Paul turns his racket around
and uses it as a machine gun.



I made some notes about pupil response to me at this stage. I
noted that the most familiar form of address was to call me
"Sir". Robert asked me how long I was going to be with them.
Daniel was worried about optoin mistake "Will I be able to
change?" Whilst noting this I hear one participant say to KS:
"Can we go in, it has gone half past."

11.40 KS calls group in. Paul is still machine gunning.

John wilds says "Paul, you spastic." John then chases

Paul. Meanwhile KS is trying to organise

continuous/lives badminton on court 2. In the event 6

play the game. The remainder are involved in other

activity. KS who was playing on court 2 returns to

patroling.
There is a noise of gunfire in the background. Owain and friend
are at the edge of the court. One boy is standing on the
badminton post. '

11.43 Kevin whistles, "OK, finish there." lmwﬂ
The three NPs (Sean & Tery incl) whistle loudly.

John Wildes asks me: "Are you writing about all them naughty
people?"

KS polices departure from Sports Hall. The three NPS (see
above) await his return. He tells them off about absence of kit
and their behaviour. By 11.45 Sports Hall is empty again.

¥

After the lesson, KS and I have an opportunity to speak about
the lesson. He was concerned about the lesson and this led to a
much greater discussion of teaching in general. He referred to
the dynamism required.

We talked about his demonstrations in the lesson and I observed
that one appeared to work better than another. HE agreed '"Yes,
I noticed that." We talked about the lesson and Ks's day. He
felt he required to be "on top form" for this group. He said
that similar content would have worked well with 3Al.

I went off to Cavan Bakers to write up notes. At 12.01 pupils
were still entering to get food.

Lessons 5 & 6: Second Year Rugby 14P 7NP

At 12.15 I arrive at field. Pupils are here but no ML (it
transpires that Mr Jameson forgot to arrange cover for lesson.)
I have some notes somewhere about issues!! Particularly need to
consider: my role and explicit contract; teachers' action.

I sent for some keys and in the meantime got boys to change
outside. I discovered whilst waiting that one of the boys had a
blow dart. I suggested that it was put away. I felt obliged to
inform MD subsequently about this. I discivered that there was
to be a year meeting about blow darts that day and the matter
was to be dealt with at the following morning's assembly by
headteacher.



As I did not want to create more problems I organised game of
rugby. There were competing demands but I did not want to
comprimise MLs work.

In my notebook I tried to subsequently identify some of the
issues aring from this lesson.

Some of the more able boys aggrieved that they were not able to
play football. At end of lesson i tried to explain to Neil &
Omar. Lesson ended 1.00p.m..

NOTE: My notes ae incomplete about this lesson. I recall the
blow dart incident and the status I had. On my return to school
I explained to MD what had happened. On my way to collect
sandwiches two girls stopped me and asked me "What do you
teach?" I explained that I was not a teacher but a visitor to
the PE department.

In the staffroom we discussed: status of pe; safety; the option

scheme (MD felt management would try to dissuade pupils from
option2); job applications.

Lessons 7 & 8: Fifth Year football 12P 4NP

2.25 I arrive at fields. No one there.

2.32 First boys visible

2:33 First pupil arrives

237 MD arrives by car and says "Nice to see some new
faces."

2.40 MD takes register

As boys arrive their topic of conversation is where they should
be for what option. I wonder if organisation is so complex?

2.44 First boy out changed
2.45 Most of boys out.
2..55 Game starts. MD & I play. A sliding game - most of

pupils have trainers on muddy pitch. There is a warm
up, an introductory game, then sides changed and
conditions applied.

I played in goal. Behind me were the four NPs, one of whom was
Czech. He was asked by the others to translate: PE; "Let's go
down to the pub" ; "Let's go to the offi and get a four-pack"
In the game, the Vietnamese boy worked very hard (Immacualte

Spurs kit). Subsequently I discovered that the school has 32
Vietnamese pupils.

Wednesday, 12 March 1986.

Notes for these days are on file and typed.



FIELD NOTES
RECTORY SCHOOL
WEDNESDAY , 12 MARCH 1986
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I had intended to follow a similar participatory pattern te that of
yedgteptday «t Hamplton. My notes sre more & free +lowing account of the
day which was truncated by my late arrival and sarly deparbure. [ was
fuwrther changed by Kevin's absence through il)l heal th.

Anather bright morning and because | was so lalte I walked directly La
the school +tields. ) arpived at 9.27 tor lesson one.

Lessons one and two: Roaghy 2358 INE.

Y.31 first boys in sight on road.

.95 Robbie and Vietnemese boy arrive on same bike. Fouwr early boys
devise own games. lwo boys play splits with pen knife, Yietnemesse boy
fires alt Rabbile with his toy gun,. Explicit code of behaviow-.

Y34 Main group of bovs can be heard on road talking loudly and
sifaing.

7. 5346 Most of class now arrived. Some greet me and =nter into banter.
Small groups form and a variety of games played. Tree climbing
commences and pupil tries to sell me Smurd sticker for charaity.
During my conversabion with the boys Stuart and otherszs talk aboul the
bop group 4rom which hie has just escaped.

"The top growp think they are ilk."

"Yeah,if you miss the ball they tell you off."

Variety of excuses offered for NF (yebt see total above).

F.46 Martin D arrives late having orgamised cover for Kevin “What a
way Lo start a day," Unlocks doors and encourages boys bto changs
gquickly. As he arrives Ltree climbers run back.
"Can we db football 2"

.“l}c: people who have lost their voice have te do it Y

Martin gives early changers a ball.

1 pump wp balls and decide to observe from distance.

.54 Martin calls group in and selts off on warm up. He runs wilkh theam
« Two slow chiangers are left behind. Rebbie who is not taking part

because of a spraingd ankle runs after the group in his school
unidorm. {(He is the only NP today). warm up is run/exgrcise run with



P —

MD leading. lwa late starters catch up half way round pitch. John
brake one of them (both are wearing tracksuites),

7,398 arrive back at start with some boys puffing. Md organises
"Right, find a partner,; =similar size,then come in over here.

7.5% "Right , whiat we are going to do..." and he uses pupil to
demonetrate mauwling/ripping technigus. Boys watch and then Martin
feeds sach pair.

10400 work starts
10.01 whistle stops boys and activity chanaged.
10,02 Martin interrupted by lady veturning mats,. ke tries to find
keys, Meanwhile all but three groups are wrestling or kicking ball.
10.04 Martin returns re-gathers group with whistle. Nunbers used to
afganise next practice,
"Right listenining. ..Listening...8hush,listening..."
Martin sets up pairs v pairs. First reaction of some boys "boring®.
Hame groups chesr when patched up with friepds,
"Cunecls, can we get this though 7 Then we can have a game, "
He explaing grid organisation and gete game condition.

. "The idea is teo score a bty wikthoult running.™
10,00 Sets wp demo with three other bays. Group watches from side.
PO, 08 sets up groups and then appears to give conflicting
instructions. Some boye think they can run and tackle. Immediate
activity reveale confusion. Pupils sorlt oubt their cwn structures. Some
boyes can be heard shouting "mo punnino'.
10,08 Robbie has joined hisg Vietnpamese friend to maks up a group of 4.
Martin callsg in group who have moved beyond grid. ALl groyps are
vworking on the btask.
Martin moves around and gives TPs and sncouragement. He patrols Loy
line with boye working in dead ball arsa.
10011 calls group in with whistle. Some pupile ask for a game.
"Right, listen please...Listening...listen...hush... hush,..Bhat we
are going to do is..."
Martin then outlines game condition fTor whole pitch. Chicken scratch,
Diaws atbtention Lo maul .. He picks teams by allocating numbisrs.
Selections are greeted wilh cheers and in some cages enthugiastic
leaps into hugs. (stranoe how force of group hond is so sbrong and =0
able to elicit strong emotion). (follow up this idea.

. 10,13 Twos 1n bibs and down to far end.
10, 15 gamne starts with four pass condition repeated. Vielnamese boy
enthusiastical ly ipnvalved.
10,17 first mauwl, Activiiy evident but all lateral. Vocoal
participakion. Martin whistles and calls group in. Makes TF about maul
e and two pupils demo. Boys sit down Eo watch.
10.19 gama restarts. Boys give own instructions "Oy you lot, in =2
lime™. '
10.20 try scored. Game restarts and Martin emphasises four pass
corid i B o,



o4

q"b“:—--""

i

Vietnamess boy in the thick of the action. Mogt buys invol ved except
ror Milky Bar Kidy,two frisnds and John Drake.

10,24 Martin has pommented and directed.

"Well dane Richard®

"Nice bit of play"

Some boys shout "spreat out". MBK and friends are talking, one of late
starters is threatened by Spriggs. Robbie remonstiratss with him.
10.2& Game ends and MBK and friend are first back. I ask "Did you
enioy that 2"

IlND tn

"What was Spriggs doing 2"

"Trying to step on his laces. [ was trying to stop Rim. "

Remainder of group wall in talking. NE lesson ends in four mimules !
1 ask Martin about ifficulties of finishing on time.

10,38 some boys still changing. [ return to school $or Kevin's lesson.
I have decided to try to ask gquestions of boys in Eevin s group.

Arrive at school -at 10.45 hurried negotiations to ask i+ 1 cam give
. questions to third year.

Lessons Three and Fowe [hird year 24

I ask cover teacher to leave me with group. I am afraid that the aykn
of researcher / pupil taepport is shattered in this lesson. This third
year group wanted me ko take them +or p.e. and were most upset when I
said 1 wowld like them to write. | made the guesticons optional and
many chose not to participate - "It's boring.”" Groups preferred to
play their own particular games. John Adams /Colin/ adam/laiq /7 John
Wildes

Sean/Terry/Daniel

Joash group

Corner group srounag ainager .

Jd and Paul Trowels arrive late.

I give out questions some spend Lime others give up some converse
about answers.

Behaviour becomes problematic and 1 try unsuccessfully to control.
Situation rather like last week, I am forcefully struck by my own

- valtle and my surprise ab the low level of behaviowr., & double period
. wWhich 1 thought would be most instiructive becams amatiber of sirvivasl.
Rationalisations easy bubt reality is that 80 mins of inaclivity
requires careful planning. Weak /strong childiash/try out teacher.
Some wanted me to give deqerits. Verbal ressorang completely
ineffective.

Yo-vos,eabting paper aeroplanes, darte 211 2svident at some ztage .
dohn Faul both invalved in mock fights. I callected in any Femaining
sheels. at end of lesson | keplt three back to help tidy the room bul
endaed doing it myself. | was edfvremaly disappointed. Emphasisad
Frapport I felt 1 hatt was venesr thin and circumstancial .. My



inveolvenent was Uk as long as [ was not a threat,

Retreated to statf room with confiscated darts. Chatted to Martin D &
L. Confusion aver covar. | want to go to ML but MD thinks I want to
ask guestions of boys in KS group. He wants to give them guestions,I
don 't but comply. /

Ml inziste that 1 go wikth him. Late arrival for

Lessans Five and Sixi 15~ 8NP

Fesistence behaviour. ML decides to tell group off so gets them all in
the changing room. Note he uses surnames and appends Y to end . This
causes friction later with Dean Beck who is upset about loss of boots.
I listen to his admonition without being in the room. He supects thers
to be a better turn out next weelk (later threstend to ban one boy
from he FA).

Warm wp run 1 take part. Help =2t out cones. NF in two groups these
were playing pesnny up the wall when we arrived. Jason Heath group and
Dean go over to far side to tree and climb up into branches. (Other
group at pavillion.

ML wants to demonstrate drawing a man. Sets ap grid 2v1. This later
developed into 4vi., lTowards end of lesson (12,3535) with baoys
anticipating game he sets up scrum (3 man practice).

Miel,Omar Mohammed resent this o

I have spent the lesson with David Irving,Richard Sawyer and Allan.
They try hard. _

Back to school in ML ‘s car w2 talk about Cambridge course (he has
been oftered place) and Teachers' Centre post.

Arrive back 1.10 and buy sandwiches.

Martin D asks me to accompany him to pastoral meeting with Jeff
Bourne,they discuss timetable space for p.=.. Jeff asks "Does this
mean you arse trying to claw back some of the time you have lest?" He
paints scenario where p.e. becomes purely extra-curriculars Martin
undertakes to write up scheme for fourth year life skills course. I
intarvene and discuss cross—curricular developments,

John Garnett concerned, it is reported that there be wide arnge ot
experience in third year to facilitate option choice,

Meeting ends at 2,00, [ excuse mys=2lf to go to college.
I arrahge for Martin to come to house on thursdat week

fAs 1 leave schoal immense and intense yo-yo activity.



FIELD NOTES
RECTORY SCHOOL
WEDNESDRY, 12 MalC 1986

L had intended to follow a similar parbticipatory pattern to that at
yesterday at Hampton. My notes are more a frae flowing account of the
day which was kruncated by my late arrival and esarly departurs, LE was
further chanaed by Kevin's absence through ill health.

Another bright morning and because 1 was so lakte 1 walked direckly to
the school Yields. 1 arrived at 9.27 for lesson one.

Lessons one and Lwe g Rugby 23 LNRF,

P31 First boys in sight on road.

P43 Robbie and Vietnesmese boy arrive on sase bike. Four early boys
devise own dames. [wo boys play splits with pen knide, Vietpnenese boy
fires at Raobbie wilth his toy gun. Explicit code of behaviow-,

2,34 Main group of boys can be heard on road talking loudly and
singing,

F.56 Mosl of class now arrived. Sone greelt me and enter into bantesr.
Small groups farm and a varielbty of games played. Viree ol imbing
commences and pupil tries to sell me Smurfd sticker for charitwv.

Duy ang my canversation with the boys Stuart and others talk aboul the
Lop group $rom which he has just escaped.

"The top group think they are it "

"Veah,if you miss the ball they tell vou o+, "

Variety of excusas offeired foi- NF (yvet see Lolal above).

el Martin D arrFives late having ofganigsed cover +or Kevin “What a

way to start a day." lnlocks doors and encourages boys to change
quickly. As he arrives tree climbers run baclk.
"Can we da football ¢

"Do people who have lost theiy voice have Lo do 1t

a1
i

Mar-tin gives early changers a ball.
L pump up balls and decide to observe from distance.

2.84 Martin calls group 1n and sabts off on waorm up. e o eons wi G Them
Two =low changers are left behind, Wobbie who is not takinag part

hecawse of a sprained ankle runs athker the group i hige schaol

whiftorm, (He is the amnly NP today). warm up i3 run/exerciss v with
MR leading. Two late startelrs catch up half® way round pitch. Joihn
Dirake one of them {(both are wesring tihsckswilks).

7.58 arrive back at start with some boys puaffing. Md organt ses
"Right, find &2 partner, similar size then come 1n over here.

.89 "Right , whiat we are going to do..." and he uses pupil to
denonstrakbe mauling/ripping technigue. Boys walbtah zsnc then Mar Lin
fpaeds sach paler.

1oL 00 work starts

10.01 whistle stops boys and aclkivily changed.

10,02 Martin interrupted by lady returning mats. He tries to find
keys., HMeanwhile all bot blvee groups are wrestling or kicking ball.
10,04 Martin returns re-gathers gro



up with whistle. Numbers wusaed Lo
arganise next practice.
"Right,listenining...Listening...Shush,listening. .."
Martin sebs up pairs v pairs. Flirst reaction of some boys "horing".
Some groups cheer when matched up with friends.
"luick, can we get this though ? Then we can have a game."
He explains arid organisation and sets game condition.
"The ide« is to score a by without running. ™
10.05 Sets up demo with three other boys. Group watchee from side,
10,06 sets up groups and then appears to give conflicting
instructions. Some hoys think they can run and Lackls. Inmediate
activity reveals confusion. Fupils sort out their own strucktures. Samne
boye can be heard shouting "no sdnning™.
10,08 Robbie hazs joinad his Yietnamese triend Lo make up a group af 4.
Martin calls in group who have moved beyond grid. A1)l groups are
working on the tasik.
Martin moves around and gives TFe and encouragement. e petrols brey
line with boays working in dead ball area,
10,11 calls group in with whistle, Some pupilse ask for a game.
"Right, listen plesse,..Listening. . ..listen... hushe .. Bushe oo ihat we
are going to do dis.. "
Martin then oubtlines game condition for whole pitch. Chicken =scrabch.
Draws attention to mawl. He picks teams by allocating numbers.
Selections sre greeted with cheers and in some cases enihusiastic
leaps into hugs. (strange haw force of group bhond is o strang and so
Able Lo elicit strone emobtion). (follow up this ides,
10,12 Twos in bibs and down o far end.
10, 18 game starts with four pass condition repesbed. Vietnamese bov
eifthusiastically involved.
10017 First mand . Activity evident but all lateral. Vooal
participation. Martin whistles and calle agroup in. Makes TF asbout mauld
he and two pupils demo. Hoys il down to watch.
10,19 game restarts. Boys give own instructione “Oy you 1oty in a
line'.
10,20 try ¢cored, GBame restarts and Martin emphasises fouw pass
condi tiorn,
Vietnamese boy in the thick of the action. Mest boys inveolved sxcept
for Milky Bar Kid,two friends and Johin Drake.
10.24 Martin has commented and directed.
"Well done Richard”
"Nice bil of plav™
Some boys shout "spreat out”. MBK and friends are balking, one of late
=tarbers 15 thraatensed by Spriggs. Robbis remonstyates with him,
10,26 Bame ends and MBEK and friend are first back. 1 ask "Dicd vou
enjoy that 2"
“ho
“What was Spriggs doing P
“Trying to step on his laces. 1 was trying to stop him."
Remainder of group walk in talking. NBE lesson ends in four minutes!
I ask Martin about 1fficulties of finishing on timea.

10,48 some boye still chzpging. 1 retwn to school for kKevin's lesson,
I have decided ta try to ask questions of boys in Kewvin's group.

Artive at school st 10,45 nurried negotiations Lo ask i+ 1 can give
questions to Lhivd year.

lLlessans Three and Fours Thivd vear 24

I ask cover teacher to leave me with group. | am afraid that the myth
oF ressarcher / pupill rapport is shattered in thise lesson. This thied
vear growup wanted me o take them +or p.e. and were most upset when 1
said I would like them to write. I made the guestions optional and
mahy chose not bta participate — "ItE's boring.” Groups preferred fo
play their own particulsr games. Jdohn Adams /Colin/ adam/Taig /7 John



oean/ lerr y/bani el

Jdosh groug

Corper group aroung ginger-.

Jd and FPaul lrowsls arrive labke.

1 give out guestions some spend Lime othersz give up some canverse
aliout Answer s.

bBehaviaour becomss problematic and 1 try unsuccesstully to control.
Situation rather like last week. [ am forcedully struck by my awn
value and my =wrprise st the low level of behaviow . A double period
wihich [ thought would be most 1ostructive boscame amattsr of surwvival,
Fationalissktione easy bul reglity is that BO ming of inactivity
Fedquires caretrul planning. Weak /strong  childish/tery out teacher.
Some wanled me to give demerits. Verbal reasoning completsly
inettective,

‘o-yosy=zaling paper aeroplanss, darts all evident at some stage .
dohngFaul both fnvolved ip mock fights., [ collected in any remaining
=fhesls, at end of lesson 1 kept theyee back to help tidy the room but
ended doing 16 my=sielt. I was extremsly disappointed, Emphasised
rappert 1 felbk I had was veneer thin and circumstancial. My
involvemnenl was 0K as lang s | was not a threat.

Retreated to stafd room with confiscated darts. Chatted to Martin D &
L. Confusion over cover. 1 want to go ta ML but MD thinks I want to
=sle guestions of boys in K& group. He wants to give them questions,I
don't but comply.

Ml inp=sists that | go wikh ham. Late arrival for

Les=ons Five and Sixs 15F 8NP

Resistence behaviow . ML decides to tell group off so gets them a1l in
the changing room. Mote he wses surnames and appends Y to end . This
cauzes friction later with Dean Beck who is uppset about loss of boot=s.
I lizten ta lidz aduoni bion without being in the reoam. He sxpects there
o he s bhatber Bupn out next week (later threaatend to ban one boy
Foraam e &Y

Bl m g eune 1 b silees puap | Pp—
C takepari L Help sel out cones. N in Eu
Vs S gy ? s - = e "
wen=t playing penny up the wall wfuwn we St i ved, Jason “%:?FP5 these
Dean edth groupn and

Qo over to far side to tree and climb Up into branches. Other



Wednesday, 19 March 1986

A wet damp morning but reasonably mild. I walked to school and
arrived at 8.55. No one in the staff room from PE. On the
noticeboard I saw a copy of the Head's report to Governors for
10 March meeting. I went to see the secretary to see if I could
get a copy and to check on availability. She seemed
reluctant/vague about access. I suggested I see JG. "Yes, that
would be the best thing. They are available but it is bets to
check." Later, MD suggested I spoke to CN about it.

I walked to the field and arriveed at 9.20. No one there so I
read through notes.

Lessons 1 & 2: Second Year MD Rugby 17P 4NP

9.31 First boys on the road. Small and large groups.
Robbie & Vietnamese boy on bike.

Whilst awaiting MD: boys greet me; eat & drink; engage in
conversations; play; discuss options and careers. Richard
Skinner tallks about skiing "Moguls are well brilliant." Some
boys start to change outside.

9.42 MD arrives
9.52 Last boy out of changing room is milky bar kid.

NPs include Robbie & Spriggs. During the time before lesson
starts some boys practice and one boy is crying. he has been
kicked but MD did not see (did I?). A friend consoles. The -
pitch is muddy. 3 boys have trainers, 5 have tracksuits, 3 have
tracksuit bottoms. The Vietnamese boy has a short-sleeved
shirt.

9.53 Lesson intro: hare and hounds; stretch

9.57 "Groups of 3"
"Watch carefully we are going to do some
scrummaging." "We'll build up slowly.'" MD gives TPs
for binding and cues pupils. MD has two boys lean
against him. Demos 2vl.

10.00 I volunteer to act as post for a scrum to release MD.
I work with two groups. MD gives TPs for body
position

10.06 MD organises teams. "listen carefully or we won't
have time for a game"

10.09 Game starts with 2 man scrum. All boys seem to be
involved

10.11 First try scored with a dive. Whilst the scoring team

wait for kick off one experienced player (mini rugby)
ordrs his team "Get in a line! Spread out!"

10.12 Md organises scrum. Boys offer instructions to each
other. Game continues MD encourages and comments.
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10.14 Game becomes static

10.17 MBK has a foot fight following a tackle. A 2v1 scrum,
ﬁbe 1 collapses. MBK's opponent follows and threatens
im.
10.18 "Last minute" Some boys look very cold
10.19 MD gives TPs for passing the ball, MBK has withdrawn
- he is still being threatened.
10.20 MBK being chased! He alerts MD and has long since

removed his bib.Chase resumes.

10.22 Game ends and one of the more able players asks "Sir,
are we having a team?'" MD does not hear him so he
goes up to ask.

10.26 Two boys in mock fight. Shouts of "Ruck"
10.32 I leave CR with some boys still changing.

I discover in passing that MD has applied for another job.

. nore: (DS Sank § ahe
Lessons 3 & 4: Badminton KS 25P NP () fpd akay /!

I arrive at 10.38 and KS shortly after at 10.40. First boys
arrive at same time. The Sports Hall is unlocked. I have a
brief chat with John Wildes. KS hears John's interest in being
a teacher so jokes "You can teach the rugby lesson next week"
John is so surprised he runs off!

KS tells me of a '"great" lesson with this group the day before.
"They really got involved. Even Nicky (ginger). He's usually
very timid but he scored a try. He ran 20 yards with the group
chasing him."

KS seems much better for his week off. He is bearded and
rested. "The week off helps put things in perspective. When you
are here you are too close.”

My notes for this leson attempt to outline some of the
friendship links between pupils. I had been struck by the
various alliances in this group and thought it would be helpful
to follow as much as possible for the double period.

10.50 KS strats the group working. Paul Fisher deals out
rackets and keeps best two for himself. Groups work in
fours. The marginals are forced in to the small gym or
the edges of the main courts. Josh's groul[p of 4 at
edge of court. KS integrates these onto courts.

11.00 KS has visited all the courts. JJ and Taig are
partners. KS explains service procedure to them.

Owain, Sean, Josh & Ben now at edge of court 3.
11.04 Richard, Ben & Paul are brought into sports hall. The

hall is noisy with pupils screaming and wailing.
11.05 Spencer leaves game with Colin on court 2 to be

| e



replaced by Ben.

11.06 Josh & Ben now on court 3
In the small gym boys are playlng with the junior gym
beam as a net. KS watches court 1 with back to 2 & 3.
Owain is playing around on mat.

11.07 In the small gym, Spencer now lying on mats. Taig & JJ
have left court 1 and are attempting a rally at back
of court.

11.08 KS explains service to court 2

11.10 KS stops Spencer and John Adams (they are tidying the
mats). Nicky, Danny, Adrian & large Raymond are
playing quietly in small gym.

11:11 JJ invites KS to play

11.12 Darren wanders out to changing room. Spencer is
tidying the mats carefully.
KS asks JJ if they should challenge anyone to a game.
They challenge Nick & Danny (Danny & Adrian both have
new halrcuts).

1413 Darren returns and KS asks him where he has been.
Darren plays against John Adams.
11.14 Gym group move onto court 1. Fisher comes onto court 1

and takes off his glasses (two weeks ago they were
broken in this lesson)

Note: John Adams relatively sensibly dressed. No scarf today,
tennis shirt, black shorts, school socks and trainers. Fisher
is weralng a school shirt. I am near their court so as to have
a view of sports hall and small gym. This puts me in direct
line of fire (hazardous to eyes of shuttle?) and after one shot
Fisher says to his partner "You aren't trying to hit the
teacher are you?"

Po )

11.16 KS & JA on court 1 v Nicky & Danny. JJ and Taig are
playing a game against a wall. Owain & Sean are sat
down and talking. Josh & BEn are playing in channel
beteween 2 & 3. Court 2 has played throughout
unchanged. Spencer has made a neat job of the mats. JJ
& Taig are now hitting shuttle high above court 2.

11.18 Robert Fisher is 'racing' around small gym. John
Wildes shouts at JJ to get off the court.

11.20 Danny has lost to KS & JA "Give us another game". Ks
organises court 1 whilst John A 7 Nicky knock up.

|

11.21 Raymond & Adrian appear but Raymond refuses to play.
Adrian partners JA. Danny & Adrian argue. KS works
with those on margins of court: JJ & Taig, Owain &
Sean.

11.22 Josh & Ben are still betwen 2 & 3. Spencer is now
reposing in a bed/camp made of mats. Raymond has
joined him. Adriamalso part of this group. John Adams
remains on court 1 and is playing 1v2.

The play continues in small gym.
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11.28 KS whistles group in. There is a tremendous din of ”
whistles and calls. He organises run around game.

11.30 Run around game ends. JJ & Taig are running around
(sic) sports hall, KS stops them..
Another game starts. Colin's group, Owain's group,
Taig & JJ join in. Sean & Nicky sit out. Games
continue on 1 & 3 and in small gym. Josh has joined
run around game. Ben & Darren play on court 3. Taig is
eliminated and immediately starts to disrupt one of
the files in 2 :

11.32 Groups start to drift away from 2 to the other courts.
KS returns to organise. Danny offers to judge.

11.34 JJ & Taig are shadow boxing Nicky

11.35 KS announces "One last game" Acoustics aweful seem to
minimise teacher' s lone volce and maximise collective
pupil noise.

g

John Adams now unable to concentrate. KS polices game on 2.
Colin & Ben back to 3.

11.36 Small gym now hurdling over beam. The run around
continues: Taig, JJ, Danny & Sean are last 4. Danny
wins and runs out in triumph.

11.39 Games end

Kevin & I went to office to chat about lesson. He found the wag
lesson very tiring! I told him of my experience last' week. :§§§5
Kevin thought he would teach rugby next week. He was concerned

to give "a balanced PE programme'". I asked how one decided on
content and the difficulties democracy poses. We talked about

pupils.

Paul trowels, Trevor Lord and others had been sent to changing
room becaiuse they did not have kit. Paul Trowels and another
pupil had been stopped during school hours last week on
Wimbledon Common (Remarkably I had seen them at Wimbledon
ststion the previos Friday!!)

I left KS in sports hall and went to CAvan Bakers. There I

noted some points about note-taking/making procedures: ?o
specific difficulties; logistical problems; write up delay; a
~conspicuous activity - the more detailed, the less involved?

Lessons 5 & 6: Rugby ML Third Year 19P 6NP

When I arrived at the lesson 12.20 some boys already changed
and out. Overheard from one pupil when told by another that it
was rugby: "Sod that for a fucking game of soldiers". Non-
participants were outside busily engaged in mud-throwing,
cycling and water bombing.

12.25 ML tells off group "I am not enjoying teaching you."






He presents a diatribe about late changing and

behaviour. This takes place with pupils lined up on
hockey side line.

ML gives exposition of lesson: 3 man scrum. He sets up a four

man practice with pupil to rotate roles. Then 3v3 with Sawyer's

%roup as the odd one out - they are afraid of binding together!
ie touch each other)

12.45 ML calls group in. 5 min tirade re mud and laughter (
the boys have not taken the scrummaging seriously).
The boys are cold and the situation seems to be
escalating. ML singles out Salman "Is it Mrs Taylor I
have to see to put you on report? Previous to this he
asks group "Do you want to play?" "Do you want to
throw mud?"

Boys work well in game but some pupils withdraw. Two boys
(Chambers & Ricky work very hardg

ML still starts games with "Action". % pitch game with
conversions. Game ends at 1.00 whilst NPs have returned to mud
fights.

At the end of lesson ML confides "I feel I am losing this
group.' Ml also tells me has not been given secondment.

Lunchtime

I walked back to school. I spent the lunchtime chatting. I
learned about Sharon's PE display of fisrt year work. That led
to discussion with the teachers about curriculum and decisions
(formal & informal). Ks told me he had a number of ideas about
links between biology and PE but these were not taken up. MD
has prepared material for Geoff Bourne. Wider discussion of
curriculum innovation. We mentioned GCSE.

Noticed that staffroom divides male/female.

KS disillusioned re curric poss & community work. "Things
happen when it suits somebody"

MD returns two sets of answers to me: one first year and one
second year (?)

Lessons 7 & 8: Fifth Year football 11P 8NP

I drove down to sports field with MD. Passed boys on the way.
An organised game. 6v6 I participated for a while and then
joined NPs on bench. A good humoured game. Drove back with MD.

After school I had a 30 minute chat with CN re needs and
curriculum development. He would be pleased to meet me next
term to talk about issues. He wanted to know about PE: "It's
crunch time for them."



In my note book I recorded some of the substantive issues in
JG's report to governors. These are to be found there: an
important document - I must follow this up.

Wednesday, 26 March 1986

These notes have been typed elsewhere.

17 April 1986

A visit to see Tp student. Watched Third Year tennis. Top group
lessons 1 & 2. Paddy much happier. I chatted with KS. Amonst
other news, KS much brighter.

He said he had been ecouraged to reflect on PE:

"I haven't taught much tennis... I would like to do much more.
I would be happy to go back to scale 1 and just teach PE...try
things...have time to think...trial and error."

A very friendly meeting.



HEL TORY SCHOOM
FLELD NOTES

Wednesday , w& March 198¢4.

Inbroduction.

The structure of the day at Rectory did neol lend itseld to nots
taking. it was the last dav of termn and bhecauss of Lhe conkinulng
teachers ™ action , afternoon school was cancelled ,pupils sent home at
the end of lesson 4 and thivrd year parente invited Lo the school on
Wedngsday atterncon to discuss aption choices.

The bay

It was & bright clear morning and relatively warm, 1 walked bo schoo)
and arrived at 2.009p.m,. 1 checked with MD that gamas wee still on and
wal ked down to field (prio’ to departudre 1 did try to photocopy
gqugstionnaiire but not successful). I was ak bthe fisld by 9.25 and
apened wp with MD's keys. First boyvs arrive at Y.30. Kobbie ano
Vietnamesse boy not the fiirst, transpiress that Robbie is away.

Motes of exchanges sre in yellow book. Those who arrive ean ly debate
and of term activiltyr pivabes and softeball peguested. | direcl their
itnguiries to MD. Stuart is back and suntanned atter holiday an

e tugal

MDD arrives and organid ses group for Rugby. 1 volunteer to stay with
no—ki tters and clean hockey sliclks. there are sight no kitters., on=
with note. MD tears up old shirts in lost property to use as rags.
Each boy allocated four sticks., I help with cleaning and intocaal Ly
supervise cleaning. The task is completed very guickly so 1L ask bhoys
if they wowld Like Lo £ill in my guestionnaire. e go inta bhe
changing room a&nd 1 discuss my worlo.

Note these are Ehe ragular no-kKitters

(Gtuart yrichard  wilthout voice, Hpriggs...). Start out enthusiastically
but attention and concentration declines rapidly. Howsaver one
conscientious pupil answers all fifty and talks about his interest in
anooker afterwards. Spriggs wants to take his gquestionnaive home to
complets, 1 decide it is better to finish now rather than have to
chase up.

No record of number of participants c.12 but includes milky bar kid
viho is last out af the changing Foom.

Cleaned sticks are refwne to MDD who takes them back to school in
mini —bs,

Cleaning groups reflect friendehip groups xnd alao reveal bterriloraal
selection. Stuart,Richard and Sprigys go to =ide orf pavillion. Losl
voice and friend o to fronb.

Md s group com in muddy and halkative,






o o 1 2N

Lecssons three and four

Before arrival of this group 1 clean eight Rugby balls and one
faotball. M) ingisted thal this was a job for the pupils but it seemed
3 chance for me to help the stafd and the pupils. 1 assume that {he
girole aboulb to arrive will not be the aost epthusiastic clesansrs.

ES has decided to end term with Rugby. PFrevious day there had bBEeen an
enthusiastic game wilh KS physically invalved. As KS's group arrive I"
@am given enthusiastic sccounts by John Wilde. Ihe boys chanaged in
changing raom 1 no parallel enthusiasm with end of year activily tao
second year. KS allocated cleaning tasks to no—kitters: John Adams,
Raymand, Faiuly one very enthusiastic cleanse. I joined in wiith game.
Ymportant =lementea:

i Winging of people like Adam,Jd and Hobert Fisher. they perceived
thanselveas to be on weaker side and opted out., All three claimed
injwries during the game. Eventually both Adam and Roberi opted owt
campletely. Roberl disappeared and got changed. "1'11 have o go to
the osteopath again'.

2. Hickering

Darren became {ocwuse ot criticism for his (our ) team. He van well but
rarely passed and became / confivrmed i1seplated. He Lo at one stage sat
o .

Gl Heal aame

When ks organtsed half pitch game some of the bhove (the wingers?
denandaed whole pillch evel thouwah MLs giraup on the other halft. K5's
grroup saw this as favouritism. Moved to hockey pitoh.

o Rugby abhility

dJosh's group provided the core of the opposition team and there
coherence and application contrasted with the wingsrs. Josh, Bern,
Owain, Nicky all tried hard sand even Tailg was caltied along into
considerable efforl, Josh and BEen a revelalion, but game intensaely
aone-sided. KS tried to verbally motivate and when at halt time KS
called his beam i khe winggrs said "That's nob faic!" I then called
them in. No concept of teaun. JdaAdamyJohn and Darren all tried Lo win
individually. The lessan frustrated them and may have led bto incident
at end of lessaon.

Adrian and Danny took part on oppesite teams and worbked haerd. Sesn
tried and was often in the correct place in defencs. (NB hisg =ffort
despite his arml.

5y The cleansrs.

Jabhin Adams arrived at the lessaon armed with food,Lh=aleean hat and no
kit. He was put to work. The boys were given the tootballs to clean
but little cleaning took place apart from the ane enthusiastic
cleaner. John shouted oul to ES intermittently about the others
"kicking the balls while 1 was trying to clean them". Jobhn' s response
was Lo stop. Raymond and Paul otherwise engaged in activities, Paul
kesen 1o cycle. ES had to spsak Lo them on a2 number of occasione.

L. The watieh.,

The game efded when Jdosh's team scored the winming try. We walksd in.
A we arrived in the changing cooms Jobn Adams was crying. He said
that he had been punched in the mouth by Taig bhecause JdJd had accused




him of realing lds watch., John sobbed that the wabelh was broken when
he was given it butl that J0 was insistang thal John had Lo pay +or 3t.
s dealt wilth row and I saw Taig and John shake hands in & praffered

apolagay. Jd ledlt in & hitrry and in a stony silence. KS kept Jahn
behind and towok him Lo schoal in tha wmini-bus. Throught hie sobs in
the changing room Jobn managed to devouwr an orange.

His playfulness dwing his cleaning and his happy wesring of s uﬁh
Chgleea cap ware a narked contrast to his sadnese and apprehension at ‘;ﬂﬁ
the end of the lesson. Is this a good exanple of the pon-applicability

of the catharsis potion of activity 2

The other boys were keen to know what happened and Jdaobn was 2ble ta

repeat his story a number of times. Danny and Adrian revelled in the
newswor thyness of the event and extracted #rom John 21l thae delails

they couwld., One overheard guestion "Did it hurt 2" Danny and Adri=am

warz accomplished detectives in gleaning informabion,

1 asked Adrian abeout bullies and he said thal there were lols "But

vyt “ve just got to gtand up to bhem.”

We returned to school and Jobhn dumped out.

Conversation with K9 and ML immediately switched to van load of sporks
evipment in the yard

"We'll end up moving that lot.”

The ramainder of the day invol ved:

7, Lengthy chats with Kevin,M. and MD3

e Brief encounter with Jahn B, which provoked commenls
Z. A ygo at the microe in CDV.

10, Long chat with Shearon

11. Final conversation with p.=. stats.

Gave notes of thanks during the day.

All four evenls added bto understanding of the interpersonal
relationships., Parbticularly important the split M /7 F and thas ghoold

be separate issue developad in the report.

Left school at 2.45 just as end of term party underway. Called in &t
Hampton to deliver nobtes.

Last day of sabbabtical. ..

lor natgholl o






FIELD NOTES: HAMPTON

Preliminary Visit
10 December 1985

Arrived at the school at 10.10am. The secretary showed me to
the staff room where Mr Cocksworth was waiting for me. The
school was clean and quiet. The staff room was large with shove
halfpenny board prominent.

I talked to Mr Cocksworth (Geoff) for some twenty minutes. He
was polite and attentive. I tried to emphasise that my work was
open ended and indicated reciprocal links. Mr Cockswortn has
taught for 7/8 years and was made head of games last year. He
seemed nervous when introducing me to Mr Timbs and Mr Clark.

Mr Cocksworth was dressed in a suit and wore a leather tie. I
introduceed myself and explained my interests. I gave him a
copy of my curriculum vitae. I was informed that the department
worked on: ball skills; games; and HRF in years 4 and 5. he
showed me north and south gymnasia, the extensive grounds. He
Midiscussed groundsman and the plans for the sports hall.

Geoff interested in cricket and basketball.

Mr Clark. I met Mr Clark (Dave) briefly at break time. He was
smartly dressed in tracksuit. He was clean-cut, polite and
interested. I gave him a brief explanation of my work.

Mr Timbs. I also met Mr Timbs (Steve) at break time. I gave
details of my work and offered my help in whatever capacity
appropriate. He was dressed in a rugby top and tracksuit
bottoms. He is the teacher in charge of first XV rugby.

I met the headmaster, Mr Alexander, for coffee in his study. He
was polite, helpful and direct. He outlined the distinctiveness
of PE at Hampton:

1is a non-PE head of games doing well involves "a lot of
ordering")
(&) 2 change of curriculum focus in recent years to HRF

Mr Alexander asked about my background and interests. We
discussed my work and what I could offer the school. He advised
me to come and go as I pleased but "don't cut across the
fields". I was told that the school would cover me for
insurance.

Mr Alexander talked about the work of the PE department. During
the course of the conversation he hinted at the autonomy of
rowing and the rowing tradition of the school. I mentioned to
him my interest in video and my link with RFU on injury video.

During the course of our conversation I tentatively suggested
following a pupil through a school day, Mr Alexander thought it
would be better to follow a class. This was only a tentative
suggestion on my part and I tried to indicate this. He
generously offered his help and support for my work. I offered
to reciprocate re HRF and rugby. He also added "We'll need your




advice about shove ha'penny'" He pointed out that outdoor
pursuits were also becoming more important.

During my interview with Mr Alexander, I tried to make the
following points:
1. I wanted to be around and a general dog's body. I was

interested in the chemistry of the lesson.

120 I did not want to be viewed as a threat. I was there to
learn.

3. I wanted to offer help: rugby, video, HRF
4. If possible, I wanted to be able to come and go.
5. I did not want to teach but wanted to observe.
Note: I had gone to the school equipped with copies of my cv
I’m_ﬁhic.h I gave to Mr Cocksworth. I had thought through what I
- vanted to say prior to my visit and I tried to be clear about
my contract with the headmaster and the PE department. Mr Timbs
and Mr Clark were busy on the day of my visit.

I found the first meeting a little nervous on all sides but
’J%oped that my approach had minimised any perceived threat.
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Tuesday Timetable:

Period 1: 2H (DC)
: 2P (ST)
3A (DC)
2L (DC)
2J (ST)
Fourth Year Games

S W
- .

Tuesday, 14 January 1986

Arrived at school at 9.15 am. I met David Clark in the staff
room and he accompanied me to changing rooms. We chatted
briefly about the structure of lessons. Year two get two
lessons of PE per week whilst year three get one. In the small
(&Fm there is an emphasis on activity.

[ tried to reassure him about my presence in his lessons.

Period 1: 2H North Gym (DC) 9.30 -10.10am.

™:1ightful. 26 boys Boys came in and had a ball each. free
play, practice then a game of 7 v7 or 6 v 6. Minimum
intervention and basic rules. Very good atmosphere,
enthusiastic pupils.

(Note: there is a leisurely start and end to lessons. Teachers
arrive after the bell. Boys change where they wish with no
supervision.)

Period 2: 2P South Gym (ST) 10.10 - 10.50 am.

Msketball 26 boys. ST called the boys in and said he was
"disappointed" about the kit on display. ST's lesson structured
and interventionist (quite different to lesson 1). extremely
effective and excellent organisation. Teaching points. Played
corner ball and developed it.

Ohe gym was divided up by benches. Four working groups. ST was
aware of boys' names and used them continuously. St has a
strong whistle and uses this. Boys were active and the lesson
is concluded with a whole court game. ST asked the boys to
remember their working groups.

Break Time

Conversed with ST and discovered his interest in health-related
E. He is extremely enthusiastic about his work. We discover we

have mutual acquaintances in Stuart Biddle and John Brickell. I

mentioned BJPE and my interest. I asked if College could be of






help. We went to staffroom for coffee. Busy and bustling with
conversation. Coffee brought in in jugs, staff help themselves.

Period 3: 3A North Gym (DC)

Basketball 25 boys. Similar framework to period 1. A different
atmosphere, a much louder group. DC introduced and re-
emphasised basic rules. 7 v 7 & 6 v 6 games. Group dressed in
a variety of kit.

The circle/clap/catch practice worked well again. Focussed
attention well and nice time!! Some behaviour differences off
the court in comparison to lesson 1.

Period 4: Free period

rﬁnt to school library to trace some historical sources.
(discovered: Garside, B. The History of Hampton School 1556-
1700, London, Fine Art, second edition). Mention of "a playing-
field for the geammar school boys" in 1878. In 1919, land was
purchased for playing fields and in 1922 a pavillion for the
g;F Hamptonians.

I ought to follow up: school magazine, newspaper cuttings,
available archive material.

Lunch Time: Fitness (ST)

St organises a lunch time fitness group open to staff and
pupils. Also in evidence Rowing club and their four rowing
ergometers. STs group has weights, rope climbs, stretching. 28
boys and 3 staff. ST stretches. Athletes a small chatty group.
qpights group worked in rwos and ones.

Note the rowing group supportive and solid. They emphasised
work rate.

Questions prompted by this session: can I map voluntary
Activities?

Period 5: 2J South Gym (ST) 2.00 - 2.40 pm

Basketball 24 boys. lesson theme: dribbling skills. Focussed
start to lesson, pupils around ST. Teacher demonstates and .
pupils ask questions. ST develops theme with link to Monday's
lesson. Clear statement of rules. Strong interest by pupils?
Clear organisational instructions. Activity started at 2.18pm.

I chatted with ST about teaching methods and was impressed by
his emphasis on learning.






Periods 6 & 7: Fourth Year Games

Jatched 4th year Rugby XV. Two teachers. ST in wellington

soots. A cold wet and windy day. I acted as passive opposition.
traditional framework. Started with long run.

L3 members of staff available for Games.






lesday, 21 January 1986

arrived at 9.15am. A cold, wet morning. I met DC and he gave
. keys to the North Gym changing room. I made some notes of
estions I wanted to explore. These included: the development
the curriculumj; school fixtures and support; lunchtime
tivities; non-participation; expectations of pupils.

.sson 1: 2H North Gym (DC) 9.30 - 10.10

The lesson started at 9.45 am, boys came into the gym and as
numbers increased moved from shooting to game. A break away
group started a second, smaller game of football.

DC arrived and sent the boys into changing room. Thereafter

leson followed previous week's format. Ball per two for warm
up. ( I joined in) then teams (4 mins per game). Teams were

selected by numbers.

Pleasant atmosphere and work rate. Lesson ended abruptly after
the second game. I chatted with DC about the lesson and
athletics.

I noted the atmosphere; DC's language ('magnificent',
™ ‘'brilliant'); starting and ending strategies.

Lesson 2: 2P South Gym (ST) 10.10 - 10.50
21P 3NP

Similar framework to previous week. Gym divided by benches.
Clear teaching style and interventionist. Extremely confident
delivery. Developmental lesson content. Excellent working
atmosphere and strong praise. Pupils worked very hard and kit
as requested previous week.

m» Chatted with ST about Rugby & 4th yearXV.

I made a note about: ST's teaching style; developmental
schemes.

M Lesson 3: 3A Basketball North Gym (DC) 11.10 - 11.50 24P 2NP

A noticeably different atmosphere. Same scheme as 2H. Work not
as enthusiastic and much more behaviour at fringes. DC was
aware of the atmosphere and this became a topic of conversation
afterwards. We discussed: temporal/seasonal location of pe in
the timetable; how to adapt to the mood of a group; how to
encourage an interactive game.

I pondered what methods teachers and pupils use at such times.
Lunch Time: South Gym Weight Training and Rowing

60 people crammed into the gym. ST was working with msainly 4th
yrs on weight and rowers were also training.






The master in charge of rowing was loud, aggressive and
dominant. He bellowed instructions and exhorted more effort.
Gave the impression of pupils as machines. At one point a pupil
on completing his session on the ergometer failed to stop it
correctly. I recorded the episode thus:

"Who was that?"
"Next time you do that I'll put you through the window!"
"Wait until you do some real work, the see how you feel!"

It seemed that the pupil, not the same somatotype as others in
the group (he was podgier although wore rowing shorts and I
later saw him in the 4th yr 8) was at the fringe of the group.
The senior rowers worked to exhaustion on the ergometer.

These events stimulated me to think about: the position of

rowing in the schoolj; the authority of the master-in-charge;

the commitment and response of pupils (their supportive/tactile

relationship; understanding of rules and organisation of

training). In a wider sense I wondered about how pupils learned
™ to be rowers.

I noted that the m-i-c appeared to have remarkable dress sense:
wide lapel jacket and unco-ordinated clothes. He appeared to
have absolute control of the environment. He timed, noted and
checked the performance and pulse of 3 rowers. All 3 started

Mwith polite chat and ended up in heap! How can they sustain the
relationship?

Notes for the day end here






Tuesday, 28 January 1986

I arrived late at school this morning. As I arrived there was
an ambulance at the main door of the school. It was attracting
a good deal of interest, boys were shooed away by matron.
Inquisitive but not malicious?

Period 1: Second Year (DC)

Volleyball 27P. I arrived before DC and sensed real excitement
in the group. DC had set up volleyball nets before the lesson
and this had led to anticipation/excitement on the part of the

boys.
Notes incomplete here. DC did not arrive and I went to find
him.
ﬁ
Period 2: Second Year Basketball (ST)
21P (note no NP yet many of the boys coughing involuntarily, ST
requested "Please don't cough for thirty seconds.")
o
Fisher arrives late without his glasses. ST direct, didactic.
Praised boys' work rate in previous lesson. at start of lesson
he mentioned:
1. Kit (one boy not wearing socks and one with wrong
colour)
Gym organised as previous weeks with benches. Transition to
benchball smooth.
For first part of lesson - quarters: =-|- then for benchball
ﬁ -
||
When Steve moven into benchball game: used his strong whistle;
used Q/A; discussed problems. Throughout this the pupils were
attentive.

Later in the lesson he stopped the group for being too noisy
and told the boys of his displeasure: "I haven't enjoyed
today's lesson."

After the lesson we had an opportunity to discuss why ST

thought it a bad lesson. ST said atmoshpere was not right. I
thought the boys were excited. ST thought the lesson suffered
from: coughing; slow attention; level of noise; his own mood.

Period 3: Third Year Volleyball (DC)

A similar lesson to period 1 (no notes above!). 23P 2NP Boys
worked well. During the lesson I wondered about: skill






development; choice and chemistry of working groups; ability to
arbitrate rules and agree. I watched and refereed games.

Period 5: Second Year Basketball (ST)

23P 2NP. ST gave verbal exposition. teams for the games were
numbered and each team had 2 games. Basic points were made
before and during games. Very explicit instructions, structure
and expectations. Boys worked very hard. At end of lesson ST
recruited more boys to Tuesday basketball club.

Lunch Time: Swimming at LEH

I went to lunch time club with DC. Teacher-in-charge Helen. 20
pupils & 3 staff. Both DC & Helen keen to push for swimming.

Fisher at club and playful.

Periods 6 & 7: Fourth Year Games

I decided to have a look at the rowing today. A fleet of
cars/land rovers ferried boys to boat house. Some boys cycled
the 3.2 miles from school to Molesey Boat Club. Rain in the
wind.

3.15 Boys getting boats ready. Mr Gunn wrapped up and smoking.
Other teacher was telling pupils about '"wasting time and not
doing any work". Already two scullers out and an eight. SG et
al in motor boat. Eight rowed off towards Walton.

Today and comments about rowing during my stay prompted me to
think about: the autonomy of rowing; the no of staff involved;
the use/abuse of facilities; staff development and recruitment;
the route for PE teachers; rowing masters; budget allocations
(time & money).






Wednesday, 2 February 1989

A dark, cold morning. Arrived at school 9.20 am. DC looked
tired.

Period 1: Second Year Volleyball (DC)

26P ONP. Boys were wearing black jumpers this morning. Group
warmed up whilst awaiting arrivals. Groups were organised by
numbers. Played pig-in-middle. TPs given for pass. Two games of
volleyball. I refereed one game.

This lesson was directly organised by DC used Q/A. Games had
little development, rules or structure ...yet considerable
enjoyment and excitement. A 'no noise' game proved very
effective.

Period 2: Second Year (ST)

ST announced "I'm fed up so we'll have some fun."
21P 4NP

A game of non-stop cricket generated excitement and spontaneous
humour (throwing the bat at your team mates).

Crab football game. During this ST spoke severely to one NP
with no kit re behaviour. saw him at end of lesson.

At the end of the lesson conversation in changing room
animated.

Break Time:

Shovehalfpenny competition underway. Conversations.

Anticipation about St Brendan's game. Swarming for food - some
left over sandwiches from the previous evening.

Period 3: Third Year Volleyball (DC)

26P 1NP. DC used same format, changed warm =-up slightly but did
not work as well. I refereed one game.

I pondered on what an individual teacher knows of any
individual pupil. I also wondered how pupils come to learn
expectations and rules.

PM Third Year Basketball
24P 4NP The Mars Bar Lesson. ST had basketball lesson on lay

up. Had offered reward of a Mars Bar. At the end of lesson in
Q/A one of the pupils asked "who won the Mars bar?"






Tuesday, 11 February 1986

Notes for today are minimal. Pre-half term week and spent time
during the day talking with DC & ST. I arrived at 9.40am.

Period 1: Second Year (DC)

Unihock. 26P ONP

Game organised by colour of stick. Teams changed but score
continued. Equipment cupboard a place for pupils to meet and
talk. DC provided TPs to refine the game and make safe.

Period 2: Talked with DC

Break Time: Spoke with ST about Rugby and his approach.

 Period 3: Third Year (DC)

Unihock. 24P 2NP. Similar format to lesson 1. warm up included
ropes. DC gave TPs for rope climb. Then played unihock. I
thought this was the best atmosphere for this group since

r\observation started. DC agreed.

My notes end here for the day. From recollection I recall the
day being one of conversation and discussion.






Hampton Schwool
fFimld NMotss

Tuesday, 2% February 1986,

e o e S e e e et s i ek e et i e e e bk b e o L B ——— ——

Arrd ved tn sohool car park at Y.15

and followed David to changing room. He had just returned from a
shiopping expedition ba buy measuring tapes for the p.e. lissong.

d cold and overcast morning witl temperatures ot or below {reezing.

lLasson One: Seacand Yedar. 240 IME.

Frior 1o start of lesson 1 helpged David sel out the circuit for the
termly neqsurement of flexibility and fhe callection of
anthropomorphic data. 6Gn example of the nessureanent protocol is
included in the approgriate f1le,
My notes for the lesson dnelucks the fol lowings:
tntroductory wam up flewibility and mobillily siercises (4 nins?
expisation wilh class galheres arcound teaschal . Included oqueshloan
and answer abauk Lhe process of mnaasuremnent
(4 minsd. Fhe class wer e atientive and interested.
handing oul of farms - 2ach hoy given hig farm by David. (2 oins?
aroups organi se theansel ves intao 'l'.”hr er=, all have pens,
measuremnainkts taiten (& o nutes)
changing time (B minutes)

With this groywe 1 asssisted with the skin fold measuraments anid once
Again Ehjs undgrscorad the particul ar relationship belwesnh p.e.
teachs and pupil. SKin told sessurements reguire the messuwrer to find
and pinch in skin calipers the $at baneath the skin . (o thazs series
ol measurements,three different skin folds were measured:
tricepysub—scapwl arr and waist,

The hoys were inclustriopns and seld — directed they warked gquielty in
growps of thires caredully recaording the anthrogoneiphic znd
flexibility data.

Their previouns scotes weye appended bto the ocurvent form and bhey wer e
keaen Lo compare their pravious peacformnance.

pt the end of the less=on 1 carried the varios pieces of eguipment Lo
Sleve's gym for the nexl lassan.






Legson lwo: Secoud Year 22F 1N

I attempted to write this lesson down as evants happensd to provide
allempor al seqguence for the notes. I left David just as bell sounded
and neted:

10,15 Early boys raced inte the changing roomn to change and have:
conversations. & Liae for acceptable nalse or genuins ercybansnt and
snticipation ¢

10,25 Roys btold to get out mats in order to start measurements of
local muscular andurance (hesa tarms nol ousad) . Lowd whigtlae From
Steve brought the class to arder and around his fteet, Exposition of
day. Run cancelled beicause of wegkhser and theretore Loday = btesis
would taxke place. Sleve did advise pupils to bwing trackstd b ofor next
weaek dn case run posible snd Lhey could Gl keep wa o,

1024 Faul and “viend enter the gym thus group up to 248, Paul e essed
in school shivrt cooplained about having bo do “this fatness thing
again'. Steve commentod that the lesson bad been planned this way
hecause he bhought Paul epjoverd il so mechs

(Nate: perhaps | could sxplore SGteven' = relationship with pupils 1ike
Faul and Anish. HMe 2esmz very sensitive Lo bheiyr difficul ties.)
Steven s commenls were Lo Pagl but were awdible te bhe orogup .

1028 fll bhe torms were gilven oub and partners had gons te mats. Boyvsg
seemed keen to start. MA11 had their own pens.

10,29 Steve lad and participated in warm up of stretches and
activities on the spobt, Faul Fisher behaving in a way to attract
attention.

10,51 Sleve demonsltrales bhe sxercises o be measuw ed, Hs provides
verhbal then visual demonstration. Empliasis is placad on gualilby., Class=s
guiet and atlentive duwring demonstration. Executive denonstration
precisa with key factors/points emphasised.

10,32 Activily group one exercise for one min. at press ups,. &nd of
Lime signalled by loud whistle from Stave,

10.354 Steve discusses The examples of prese ups he has sean and
camments on sume of the scores. e starts hils compents by “"Pay
attention,boys...".

Stevae pxplains that high scores can be mislesding yet helplioel.s High
soores mean incomplete press up yel still remain a point of relabive
compsrison if slyle maintained in subsequent tests

.S don 't go comparing yourselt wikh the psr=on nept ta you." Steve
Lthen prraceeded Lo ask forr scores {from ci-oup one

"o many scared. ..



owver fopty ("axgel Vent™)
thirties vary gaod”)
twenties (L. that's fine™)

12,35 Steve starls giroup bwo an press ups. After a short Bime he
cbserves

“Superb press ups that side" pointing to one side of the gym. He bthen
moves around the class during the ane minubte activibty encouraging
each pupil worlking.

10,36 End aof prese ups and Steve says "excellenl", (here is s ripple
af noise as parbaers compare scores and expeliences. Stave compl imenlks
the group on Ehe gquality of work and emphasisss the need for guality.
"Dan't skip on tihe guality”. He ddentified two prablems @ the ethics
of cheating and one s own loss and the danger of 3niury.

LO.38 Steve verbally and then visually demonstrates sit ups., Key
factors are esnphasised and =atety stressed,

Grpup ane sit ups. Steve moved round the class Lo ancourags

indi viduals (Paul Green who is FPawl Fisher "= partner works extremely
har ol and is invelving Faul in the effort) .. Throughowt the minule ' =
activity Steve gives feedbaschk about the effort eupended and the tine
=TIEE NS U a Tn I8

10.3Y Whistle to end and Steve says "Very,very good" (emphasis on hoth
vRIrys) .

10,40 group two start and Steve sets Padl tafget of 28 sit ups, within
seconds changes this to twenly. FPaul works very hard sncodiraged by Bis
parbtner . Bteve whistles end of minute.

Gteve's firsk wordse are to Paul "How many Pawl 20 "22Y "Exced lent™,
Ilhis is a private aside.

10,42 Steve demonztrales sguat thrusts. "Walch carefully bhoys’
Cheating discusssed and standardisad squat thrast demonstiratasd. Key
points succinetly summarised thus

TRacks=ide low,long range of movement khees to slibiovs,weight on aias. "
e he warnz them “Now listen ... (pause) it's going to hurbygbout lesp
pushing." fAnd later "1t is a question of whether yoo stop or try to
push Ehrougk, "

10,43 group one start. "We are atter &0", Low whistle to end.

"y sixtiaes M0 YHOeH VYwall dope" “"5082" Percel lent'.

16, 45 Pavtner twe "ty Lo beat vour parbner” (mote competition wilh
obther s rather than relabive igportance of efforit),. Wihilst this group



i wprking Steve comes over lo chat for the first time since the =l art
of lessan. [ have ay nptebook open. 1 cammnent on the responzsibls
hehaviour of the boys. Loy whistle to end the minoke.

hapne 2N VER excellenit "Sos" Vvary,very qoad. . .axcallent.

16,46 Steve cornclundes Lthe lesson. tinz partmer hand an the farms and
one partnar pul awaey the mats. "Gueu up sensibly thoss wha are [STVRN & WHTE
the mats away".

10,47 Boys start to leave the gym and convers=stions COmmence.

10.50 Ball mounds tor break i th mosl boys still undressed.

Ubservationgl naless

I have become ititerested in Lhe flow Of activity in the lesson aud |
tecided ta try and tollow Stave through the fssson. | had my note book
open throughout the lesson angd trisd Lo record in lonhg hand what was
happening. Py record is selective and partial.

Wwhilst concentrating on Steve 1 was aware ot the work of Lhe Boys and
tried to folleow Faul Fisher thraugh with his partner. Faal wal kad very
hard and seemed pleased with his effort at the end of the leszon. the
boys recordad their own scarses or had their parkners score. One boy
had with him in the gye 3 baro,a pencil , & ruler 00 & frot b le ofF
Fippas.

The lessen went smoothly. ALl boys Wors approprioate kik.

Memory bank

e e e o e e .

Identify basics of m@sur sment tradition.



«4.7. Mizscellaneous

Befaore 1 leave this description of the schoel 1 want to add a number
ot general points than ge to convey the atmosphere of the schpaol .
thesg observabtions are yvandom,

fne of the featuw 2z of the schowpl is the vast amoun! of activity about
the corridors. there is a considerable traffic of canversation belween
stafts and pupils and it is possible to see most teachers involved with
games oF p.e. engaged in long discussions o cursory comments with
pupils. Pupils are keep to discuss games and greetirigs between teacher
and pupil often take this formn.

There are many oppoartunities for staff /pupil interaction. The saouth
aym ofn Tuesday lunch times is an excellent example of this. ! have
noted in my field diary the atmosphere of these sessionz and once
agailn statf involveamant 1s considerable. I have been parbiculariy
struck by the organisation of rowing and the authority of the master
in charge of rowing. 1 would be keen to talk to khese groups . Rowirg
provides an excellent case study of the development,manufacture and
sustainence of interest in an activikty (all by non-pe. Ltrained statf).
Lhere is an important tension to be explored here.

I have supli=d resource pack on 14 February to head of ganez and i
will be interested to see what emerges. 1 have analysed a first xV
rugby game and provided analy=sis for Steven. [ have had long
conversations with Dave about athletics. I have yvisiled Tuesday
lunchtime swimming, (uesday svening activity club and the rugliy Fixhure
of the zeason v St. Brendan’s, Bristol.

the walk from the senior conmon room to the p.o. dept d=s along
corridor that contains all the sports notices. fean lists are pinned
up and lefk in tact although there are comments appended by ths boys.
Stat+ often add their own message to the boys. Unce again ihe numbers
of boys and activities i1s striking. Perhaps [ could get @ profile af a
typie=l © Baturdsy. For Iunchtime practices the storeroom ls la2dt cper
and the boys take and relurn bthe eguipmenl they raguire. The boys as
left Lo change all their own pace in lessons and a1 bhaugl sach Leachsas
hags his own starting procedurss mosk bhoys are in lesson wilhin = shord
Lime . The l=sson proceeds and =sny late comers are more or lass
abvitus. tThere i veEry little noncparticipation and it is not unocosnan
with the vounger groups to hear boys with guate bad coughs Erying bo
tLake part.

In the pattern of lessans described elsewhere 11 te interssbing Lo






note how the boys arrange their off court time. There is ne disrupkion
of the game very little 1§ any openly negative comments. The cupboard
im both gyonasia provides a haveo for off court activity. Some boys
prefer to sil on the wall bars. Could there be an ethological scocount
here af bonding and co-operation groups 7

There is a sense of comifort about the school and an impression that
learning is pssible and enjoyable. There are paradoxes of cars of
course. Steven has manged the aclivity of one Asian boy so well that
Aanish has become a regulayr mamber aof bthe lTussday evening eckivi by
club. During p.e. lessons Steven enswrés Phalt 1§ teams are Lo bhe
distinguishad by wearing shirts or skins Anish (who i= rather pluop)
wears shirts. On the other hand the rowing master treats boys with
disdain and is perepared to vent hiz fealings. [n my diary { have
recorded the ergometer incident. Shortly atter this a tennis ball
landed on his lap at a critical time in the rescording of psrtarmance,
His pesponse was illuminating. The rowing master s relationship wilth
his squad iz almast machine like and particularly in the clasing
stages of triale he can become exbremely arodsed by lack of
endurance/affort. Steven has tnld me that the boys are so concerned Lo
achieve high levels of fitness they are keen to row during their rest
day.

Can | puwrsue this 7



Tuesday, 4 March 1986

Arrived at 9am. Raining, wet and cold. Met Dc and chatted about
cross country. he said there would be no first run because of

weather. I wondered what would happen if a teacher was less
sensitive and the implications for response of pupils, head and
parents. We discussed NPs and DC noted there were some regular
NPs. I asked what he did about this and he said that for PE if
the pupils grinned at the time of offering apologies for
absence of kit, he made them do it in their underpants. I
helped get the balls out for lesson one and offered to cover
for DC (notes don't say why!).

Lesson 1: Year 2 Basketball 27P 1NP DC

~ .
' 9.30 Boys arrive
9.35 Balls in gym and boys warm up with balls
9.37 DC "Balls to the side. When you have done that a
gentle jog around the outside." The boys circle round
Dc who is in centre of gym. DC uses one ball and
“passes ball to them.
9.40 "Stop." Whole group do sit ups.
9.42 DC organises class into teams by letter: 3x7 & 1x6
(Note that I note different size group: perhaps
explain this and sig for flow of lesson?g There
follows a basketball skills relay. DC uses pupils to
demonstrate skills.
9.43 A noisy and excited start.
o
9.45 "OK. A walkover victory for team 2. Miles clear

except for 1 and 3." DC sets new skills for next
phase. Audible response when squat thrusts mentioned.

9.46 "Go."
9.47 Crescendo of noise. At end DC says '""Team Four

demonstrated their superiority after a slow start.
Dominic even did two squat thrusts!"

9.48 DC changes skills again and asks each team to change
order. This basket scoring game leads to baskets
greeted with cheers and misses with groans. At this
stage all members of all the teams are standing. I
count one pupil's attempt to score. Whilst I was
watching he had twenty attempts. His group encourage
him and give a wild cheer when he scores. During the
course of the race the teams organise themselves and
by the end of the relay are seated.

9.50 One pupil is left to finish scoring in full glare of
class attention. The whole class cheer and the boy
blushes visibly.

DC concludes races with "The only team not to win a




“ game were team one, in that case they will be the
first on."

9.51 First game 1 v 2 shirts v skins. Teams three & four
on wallbars, some go to the cupboard. DC leans on
wallbars at half way. Minimum interference with game.
Just as DC whistles to end game (0-0) a pupil scores
an excellent basket! The court is invaded for next

game

9.56 Teams 3v4. Shirts v _skins. Momentary amusement when
ball lands between a spectators legs. Dc laughs with
class. DC makes no comment about the boys in the
cupboard.

9.59 Next game a repeat of 1v2 "...for a minute and a half
then the other two teams." Note that Team two are
quite happy to remain as skins. DC provides no
feedback about the skills or content of the game. At
the end of the time he says "One and Two, you lads
can get changed."

10.01 3v4 same side as skins.

10.03 DC ends game.

10.07 Boys return changed (minus shoes). "Can we play until
the bell?" This gives them an extra five minutes of
basketball.

I help Dc repair basket net and put away boxtop.

Lesson 2: Second Year 22p 2NP

10.13 Bell rings, no one in changing room.

10.16 First boy arrives

10.17 More boys arrive and conversations start.

10.18 One boy asks me "Do you know if we are doing the
run?” I say I do not know.

10.20 ST arrives and jokes about run in the rain. 2NPs

await him. Despite not feeling well he manages a
moment of suspense when he implies possibility of
run. Relief at announcement of indoor session. ST
tells me and subsequently the boys that he is not
feeling very well. He arranges for the twoNPs to set
box top for him: "Put the top there for sir".

10.22 Basic organlsatlon of equipment starts. '"'Chaps, when
you are ready..."

10.24 Paul arrives in the gym in his school shirt and
socks. ST is organising mats and benches. He directs
boys. Small groups of boys stand and talk whilst
others try out their flexibility.

10.25 ST whistles the boys in. He intervenes to sort out
one piece of behaviour: "See me after and we will
sort something out."




10.26 ﬂ

10.32

10.34

Verbal exposition of flexibility. "I would like you
to test each other...but it must be accurate... Now,
watch. Let's assume..." ST shows how to set up a
metre rule on the bench. He shows hamstring and
shoulder stretch for measurement. "Now watch this,
this will be important.'" He sets up a careful demo

and says "All turn round and look." St cues boys in

to specific points. "Are you all clear?” ST indicates
that 10 mins allocated to warm up and shows shoulder
stretch. He then adds "Listen, the important thing is

you must be careful." Demonstrates hamstring stretch.
"Watch carefully.

"Try them out, off you go." ST walks round gym to
give out sheets and offers individual comments about
performance. Boys go off and follow ST's
instructions. Implicit responsibility. The only

exception appears to be Paul Fisher.

ST approaches Paul "Paul, here is your form. You must
be careful with him." as ST arrives Paul is almost
wrestling with his plump partner trying to stratch.

ST moves around gym. (Paul stands on his partner's head to
stretch of shoulders!) 10.36 Paul being stretched.

encourage

10.37 ST loud whistle. '"We are starting testing in three or
four minutes. Warm up continues.

10.38 St lets Paul demonstrate 180° shoulder mobility. Paul
converses with ST & after while St escapes.

10.39 A second pupil comes up to ST to discuss.

10.42 First boys arrive with completed sheets. ST suggests

_they try to improve their score. They want to show ST

their 180Y flxibility. (At this point I accompany
sick boy to changing room: flu/cold?)

10.49 ST whistles boys in to siy down and compare
performance. ST calls out group of individuals. Gives
ublic account of their efforts and praises them.
Talk through scores whilst group sits quietly.

10.55 Bell rings with some boys still to be discussed. ST

"I am sorry to have kept you till the bell."

At the end of the lesson ST speaks to Colin (see 10.25): "
You're lucky my mood is better at the end than at the start,

I'm fed up of talking to you. Any more and your life will be

unpleasant.™

Breaktime: ST and I go to staffroom briefly, no notes taken.



Lunchtime:

i teered that: "isn't it strange
§ﬁa§a$ﬁ &Q§8 %ﬁg£f§88ma?gdf;g Eggedreadful lessons go very
well." When I mentioned an interview ST volunt

eered to come to
College if necessary. ST was off to lunch tip

e weight club.

I photocopied Notes for questions for Geoff,

Dave and Steve
with a note for each.

After his luchtime club ST told me that the Rowing Club had
damaged the gym floo nd ST had spoken to sg@, Latter said he

r a
had told caretaker, ST said "This is not a rowing club witch
hunt but,,, "

Lesson 5: Second Year Basketball

2.05 Boys were changed and inp the gym pPlaying an informal
game of basketball
2.10 ST clears gym. "Right.,."

Hole in floor covered by mat.

ST holds basketball, whistles and draws class around
him. 13p "Right, come in and sit down." Some of the
swimming group yet to come. ST clarifies kit
requirements and then mentions evening club, "How
many of you are coming tonight?"

2.14 Organised teams. Anuish (large Asian boy) ends up on
skins side, he Seems reluctant to change.

ST salerts the boys to the hole in the floor:
"There's a hole in the flooor."

2:15 First game. ST explains contact rule and points out

u rocedure. ) )
égmé gtarts & shot at basket receives his comment

"Beautiful shot"

tops all
tops game and makes TP he also_s
ik ggr?pggra% noise. Goeg intobthﬁaggliil ﬁggg igck Bad
calling. Recommends s;leﬁt asketball. S
" "Good cut, David." He provides cons i
%gggﬂack?ogn a loud voice, "I haven't seen a one-two

yet."
i 4 1lie", "Well
i t 1s scored. then "Unlucky, O ’
s Eiiizdhaﬁgﬁ...beautiful" (at second basket)
2.20 Third basket
g d up for foul.
"Bad luck, Dave Player_puts'han .
g.gé Sgawhistlés "Just hold it still. Good play...

"You must still maintain urgency even though there is
no noise" ST gives feedback about game.

24P and second game is organised. )
S gﬁgrzg/gﬁins. ST uses his knowledge of pupils to pick



sides. He says that there are too many non-players , these will
be integrated during the next game.

2.25 Second game. "Good ... Brilliant pass... Madness at
the moment...Spread out..." ST comments constantly on
the game.

227 ST intervenes directly and makes a point about a foul

during a shot. He demonstrates free throw procedure.

St calls those not playing to attention with whistle
and momentary silence.

2.30 Third game: winners stay on v shirts from first game
+ a latecomer. "Take a foul there..." ST explains
rule. "Shot Jamie, 1-0" ST narrates game events.

2.33 "last minute" (a basket is scored)

2.34 "Thirty seconds" (basket) "Oh, tremendous"

2.35 "What a great game of basketball that was."

2.36 Game four: Anuish still in skins. ST orﬁanises. "Rest

of you, buzz off." "Quiet for the start
Matt scores '"Oh, magnificent" He scores again

2«37 Whistle and game stopped. "Don't all converge on the
basket" ST calls up the pupils experience of the
small-sided games of earlier weeks.

2.39 A weak, gentle player gets the ball in the face.
"That's why we have to catch the ball!"

2.40 Anuish scores to end the game. Asks about club.

2.41 St & I discuss the ability of the group: "They are

too good for 6s. They need 6 4s now. If I had a
double period...but what is 30 minutes?"

2.45 The bell rings and I remind St that the group were
late last week. ST chivvies the boys with humour.
Dave and Matt last to leave.

Lessons 6&7: 4th Year Games Rugby

Wet, cold, muddy. 7s practice. 20P Raining

Purpose to sort out 7s team for tournament season. 2x 5v5. a
final game of 7v7 means 6 stand and watch. St didactic. T=-i-c
helps and is vehicle for ST's points.

After School Club: Basketball

Of the 25 present at the club 10 are from ST's last lesson 5. I
strated the evening. 2nd & 4th year boys (1 third year).

DC calls in and asks rhetorically, "What do you do when someone

tells you to 'fuck off'?" We discuss briefly conduct in 4th
year games.

NOTES FOR 11 March already typed up.
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FIELD NOTES
HMAMPTON SCHOOL
TUESDAY, 11 MARCH f9e6.

I today's notes | will briefly autline the day for 1 spent agch of
the day watching and parlicipating rather than noting. 1t was & day
for anvoel vemenlt which culminated in an emergency Laxi ssrvice. The
Feqguest for help was in part, T think , an ouvtcome of the posture
adapted during the day.

1t Wwas also the day | discussed with the three teachsrs Lheir
willingness for me to ask their pupils guestions. [ had prepared a
document dor them and they all sepemed supportive., [ have left 3 copy
ror the head to ses and Lo give Wis apinion. I oublined Lhe
coanfidentiality of the procedure.

L arrived at the school at 9.10 a beautifully sunny amnd warm mairning.
I arrived in the car park with my car exhaust making a considerable
noise. As [ arrived there was a large gathering of boys in the car
park about te depart for the schools’ head of the river at Futney and
faurth year sevens ab LLEA sports ground alt Warven Farm, David areivad
al same time.

Lesson finer Second Year Fadder Tennis 26F.

Frior to the lesson | helped DC lay wout the saven cowts oubdoors. We
chatted about the way equipment was treated and the frustrations
caused by insensitive use, David has regularly made up his own babte at
the school. Before the boyes arr ived David had decided to gil then down
Eo make some paints. As it burined out the boys wenl odtside
immediataely and after a short knock up they were called in to be
arganisad.

David wsed the class list to pair players up. # btouwnament was
organised.

Mote that two cowts are oul of siaht and left to their own control.
Mo policing evident. Considerable skill evidenl. David an organiger.
No teaching points made. Facilitate experience.

Lessan findshed at 10,02 with all boys having completed at least one
gam=/ st .

David lefl the bovs to change and asked 14 I would like to help mark
out the assegsment rwn, thia we did and it provided an opportunity to
talk about sthletics and David's plars. It proved difficult to hold
meetings alb school beicausse of the amounlt of cricket played. There were
few availidble sights. e potential site was consadered by David to be
unsuilable because thers was a slight slope. As we walked back Lo Lhe
chanaging room and discussed this David considered whelther it was
bhetter to have atrack rather than no track.



as & result of this | was lalte for;:

Le=gson Two: Second Year Measwamenlt 230 IMNE.

I avrived abt 10.30 and at this stage the boys werse in the gym e bh
Steve preparing to start work. Steve had his usual box top seat From
whicth he talked to the group., He cublines the purpoese of the lesson:
1, to measure resting pulse rats

Z. T F111 in distance covered in Cooaper run.

2y 1o play cirab football.

Steve gets boys bto lie on floor bto calm themselves {for taking ot
resting pulse rate. He instructs them how and whers Lo take their
pulses. After some five minutes of guiet and patiept Ivipng Siewve
describes sxactly how to calculate RFR. He makes sure Lhat evepryons
can feel a pulse. hree canmol and he takes “ime to show thep. Faud
Figher is quael still wearing his vhilte school shirbt).lhe palse 14
taken once and Steve asks fof scores. FPaul Fisher scores 56 and Steve
congiratulatgs him "Ihat means on this measure ofF Filtlhess, Pauly vau
are very fit." Faul smiles and repeats his score to Paul bGresns Steve
asks Paul to monitor his pulse to see if 6 1s the correct score.

Atter the RFR is taken Steve gets the boys o fil in the deltails of
pulse and distancs run. There 1s excitement and lively interest as the
boys compare their performance with the previous term., Lots of
questions are generated and Steve 1s asked Lo explain he decides Lo
make two imporltant points "and thenm 1 will dea! with incdiva diael
gquestions."

He explains that variations could be caused by &

L. the environmental condiltions.

2. the variability of mezsuring muscular endurance znd bthe need o
standardise measuwasmenl.

Steve Lhen answered ome oF two guestiong bhefore collecting in the
current faran and 1 ovoldntesred Lo collect last term = form, Staeve said
ta the boys "Give yvour forms Lo sive "

The whole group iz then arganised for crab football. Note thal bedoie
Lhe gamne can take place Steve has to cover the latest in a serics of
hales made by the jowers dn Lhe gym floor.

Al Lhe grogp are on the cowt foar the game. Filrsl goal wins. Hove
inval ved.

it the end of the lesson Steve advertises the Taesday evening
basketball club. as the lesson ends 7 or so boys tiry to snatch aquick
game of basketball, Steve tells them to change. Une asks + he can
play with the ball at break Limes, Steve says no for safety reasons.

Break time — coffees in staff room. Ghat to David and Steve.

Lezson Thies: thivd Year Cooper Run

I take part in this and thus see little of the hoys. My own score was
7 laps in 12 minutes. The boys all worked hard. Steve’'s sixth form
general studhes group joined us.



I left school st the end af the lesson angd went to pick up Beth and do
the shoppind.

Frrived back at schonl at 1.20 and met Stesve in lunch. 1 discussed
arirangeaments for aeeting Rectbory staflr.

I also andoraed i of owr decisiaon Lo leasve collage. Sheve was
interested in the post and [ said he ought to have an intoirnal chat
with Dudley Cooper. (I contacted Dudlgy aboul Steve on Tuesday
Eveni gl . . &

Fresented 11 three with copy of questions for pupils and discussed
detail s,

ook capy to hesd.

Lesson Filved: Second Year Baskelbal whP.

Ihe boys were already playing their secret gams of baskelball when
Steve arrived., Lookouts aslerted the boys of his arrival. (Hote the two
bell system),David enters from his usual side of the gym and asks
aboult my worle and the college. I tell him what 1 do and whare the
callege 1s. He jolns Lhe groug.

b
2,08 Steve arganises the group inte sid teams of fow . he refers baclk
ta the previous week and sugygests the need for space. For thisg weelk
games will be {iret basket winner stays on. Steve organises beam by
numbers.
Fourteen games are played and vary in length from Ssecs to 5 minutes.
Steve intervenes tor points of law, game sbtrategy. He sets up
situations o recreastes them Lo underline point,

See field notes o specific details but note for example in g20e nineg
whan he bries o makse 2 peoint sbout baell use. He selbts up
situation,makes sure all are watching and then says

"Het hold of it bhave a look and then we can go.”

I game thivtesn he says:

"Last few things dor Lhe day...” He sets up demo on geme ik, s@nd Lhen
pases Bs for pupils Lo respohd.

Winen the whistle blows for Lthe last lesson there is audible
disappointment. Slteve calls them in and advertises the baskeblall
club. "You =11 need to practice..." He then outlines what the boys
will b2 doing in the next terms.

(he boys go ouwt ta change and Steve and [ talk about the atposphere.
this leadse to dicussion of private schooling. we dlso talk aboult bhe



L

+loor agasin.

Lessons six and sevend Foulrth yvear ganes.

Rugby group decimatad by sevens tournament. Hoys given aption and
chosse Rugby.s Touwch game organised 1 join in.

Boys waork very hard. Steve deals with behaviouw of Jopah. on the way
back to the dressing room we discuss ability of boys and how they have
progressed except Jonah ! (Note Geoff has arganised some NFs Lo tidy
up storerooms) .

Steve allows the Rugby group to finish sarly "Don’'t say [ never do
alwything For youw."

We go to staff room at 35.49 boys ledt to change. As we sre talking and
drinking coffee David asks i+ I would mind taking some runners to
Kingston for a race, 1 take +ive and we afrive just in time. ] decide
to stay and watch. VYery impressed with effort and motivation of boys.
face organised by Kingston Grammar. Retwn with three boys al S5.45 at
school. Mini bus should have been used bubt did not retuwrn $raom rugbhy
SEVEeNE.

This had been a deliberately differesnt sort of day 1 hope the noles
convey this.

Written up 11.3.86 ,9-10.320. See nobe book for additional matbtsirial.

Note Lavid immaculale 1n Reebok gear .
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A warm overcast morning. I arrived late at 9.25am. DC already
had the equipment out. I apologised for my lateness, he replied
"It's OK, I've already noted it on your report." The padder
tennis tournament in Tull swing (sic). Courts organised. DG

went off to arrange to make one more padder bat. "We will have
to join in...The staff are unbeaten so far."

Lesson 1: Second Year 26P

9.30 First boys arrive

9.32 First boy ready. Players run out. First boy organised
bats for his court. Hectic.

9.38 All boys out. Courts and partners chosen. Memories of
previos day continued?

9.39 Knock ups and starts organised by boys. All are

playing keenly. A group of two knock up on Fives
court. Those awaiting partners seemed to use the time
constructively practising.

9.45 DC and I play v remaining 2 pupils.
Dc humourous. Boys worked hard.

10.00 Lesson ended, some boys ask "Why are we finishing so

early? We still have ten minutes."

Lesson 2: Second Year 25P 2NP

I arrived early at 10.00. Pitts already here (before bell) when

others arrive they accuse him of skiving music. I talk to
Pitts.

10.12 Boys arrive noisily

10.20 Still changing although 3 in gym

10.21 St arrives reports that many holes in gym floor.
Shoirtly after GC arrives and says not to use gym.

10.24 Arrangements made to go outside to play paddle

tennis. ST explains rules and organisation.

ST and I chat throughout lesson. He updates me with news.

Lesson ends and we go for coffee. St tells me that head has OKd

questionnaire for pupils but has suggested I put my name on it
in case parents ask about it. In the staffroom it is report
time and everyone is trying to find a space to fill in their
reports.

At breaktime:

1. I listen to GC trying to resolve t-i-cs for school teams. He

actively consults ST. DC gives his advice as well.

2. Discuss staff development

3. I am given copy of GCSE syllabus

4. I mention next term and this leads to discussion of Mr
Alexander. At the moment, GC tells me the head is "persona non
grata'". St explains head's rule re assemblies.

5. I ask St how reports are completed in PE. He tells me the
Bill Foster system was to give everyone a C and comment if
played for team. ST thinks no mark shoul;d be given.

Returned to gym for:



Lesson 4: 25P with DC

The two lessons continued the mood of lesson 1. I spent the two
lessons talking to DC about a range of issues.

1. Inequity of rowing allocation. DC tho't ¢ £20,000 p.a.. DC
attempts to get pupils interested in cross-country. Head
prevents / discourages DC from taking children out of lessons
(on their games afternoon!) when on the previous week, 9 staff
and 50 children were away for the whole day for rowing. '"Geoff
says not to get too upset" We talk about aspirations and costs
of activities.

2. Padder tennis as recreation. "One new set of bats and posts
would not cost that much!" Boys enjoy the game.

3. Teaching and learning difficulties. DC spent a good deal of
lesson 4 with one pupil. I worked with 1 pupil in lesson 3.
(Notts Forest shirt). In lesson 4 two pupils Steven & David
require remedial help and DC says '"What can you do? We talk
about organising groups"

4. Rectory School DC asks me "Have you seen similar things?"
Our conversation starts at the end of the lesson. We overlook
Rectory and DC asks about their facilities.

Over lunch we continue our morning discussions. When do I want
to interview him? he asks and he also says "it will be
interesting to see what pupils think."

In my notebook I have noted some points about GC at this point:
GC involved at lunchtimes; he acts as internediary and diplomat
(gym floor eg); his management strategy; he is generous with
time (cf X-country 11 March)

I also noted that DC at some point in the day, takes time to
mark out lines for padder tennis and I put a not to ask myself
what would happen at Rectory and tennis facilities.

I noted in my notebook that:

This has been an interesting day:

1. Padder tennis as recreation "I don't teach them...'
2. Rowing abuse of gym facilities exposed tensions.

3. Considered GC's strategy for working with ST & DC; rowers;
extra-curric & games lessons staff.

4. The way ST & DC cartegorise content: "This isn't really
teaching..."

5. Safety

6. Responsibility for weak pupils. DC "What can you do to help
pupils like Steve?"

7. Head's status

8. Staffroom as forum - breaktime announcement

9. Attraction of shoveha'penny

10. Staffroom humour and reports.

Lesson 5: Second Year

No notes or recollections.

Lessons 6 & 7: Fourth Year Games



Those caught smoking are still cleaning out pavillion. It is
inter-form football. Fives being played. A relaxed atmosphere
pervades.

I drive St home to have osteopathic treatment. When I returned
found excitement abounding re football.. Played padder tennis
with DC. Pleasant end to day.

Made arangements for Thursday's tea.

Thursday 20 March 1986
Meeting at Hampton Hill of staff from Rectory and Hampton.

Notes elsewhere.

Tuesday, 25 March 1986
fﬁ‘End of term at Hampton, Mufti Day. Arrived at 9am. Met DC & ST
arranged to take ST's lessons. Pupils did questionnaires.
Lesson 1 & 3

No notes because of involvement. End of term coffee in dining
room: "A time for staff to get together" re Mr Alexander.
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Meaeting of Hamptoan and Rectory F.E. staft .

20 March 924G

95 Migh Street, Hampton Hill.

The puipass of bhrs inforamal mesting is o oftsr 4an oppartunity ke
meet’ shd distuss ar #as of interest common to bolh schools and 1o
explors collaborative research projects linked ho cariciculum

devel opment .

CThe whole tenor of the evening is designed Lo be indormal bul per haps
W cbuld dyscuss @ 9

1o Perowdved statius of paosee

e IF&Aiccpa tor curricuwbwne indtiativos.

3. Ihe potentizl of heslth redated physical educsation.

e The resouwrces pequired tor BUBE, A level and non-examn
devel opments,

——Sr—suggesti onsfor further meetings. - — — —
o . =W T T = — -
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