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Ernest Samuel MARKS

“... a notable figure in the history Australian sport ...
[who] probably did more for amateur: sport in
Australia than any other man ... He believed the one
sure way to personal and national prosperity was to

teach young people how to play. ...’
‘End to Noted Career’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 4 December 1947, page 4

Who was Ernest Samuel Marks and what were his
contributions to amateur sport in Australia?




Aims of this Project

6 add to the body of knowledge of Australian Sport.

o examine critically ES Varks's contribution in the early
days of volunteerism in Australian sport.

10 provide a context for the profile of Australian amateur:
Sport, during his invelvement.

0 expand on the detalls off Australia's invelvement in the
Olympic and Empire Games withiwhich ' he was invelved.

Jie examine hisHite outside sporit




Methodological Approach

= A narrative Nistory — stone (1979), Chu (1982), Tosh(1999)
" \lan not circumstances
=\/isual depiction

B Primany. seurce archival study.




Sources

Literature (General, Academic, Reporis)
ES Marks Collection; Mitchell Library
Newspapers and Journals (print and digital)
Ephemera

VVED reseUrces

Personallcommunication

State Records




Invisible Marks?

Putting the record straight.
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The Early Years

= 98671 1o 1900

= Background, upbringing and a leve of
Sporit

= FEmergence of sporting clubs and
assoclations

i Amateursm
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The Golden Age of Sport

= Federation to World War |

= Evolution of sporting organisations
= 1908 Olympic Games in London
=992 Olympic Games in Stockholm

=996 Olympic Games in Berlin




A Servant of the People




A Servant of the People

" \World War | to 1930
= City Politics
m State Politics

= Ongoeing Links with: Sport




A Decade of Games and Play

i slavu, ale
pro Uspéch svého muZstva, Pravé
proto musi tito sportovci vésti
mravny a ukdznény Zivot, nebot
ve vyvoji idedlntho muZe a Zeny
mravnost nezbytné je provizena
souhlasnymi vlastnostmi télesnymi
adudevnimi. Nékolik ndrodd, jak-
mile poznalo nutnost télesné a
mravn{ vjchovy svého lidu, zalo-
zllo organisace, které by se poku-
sily o uskutednéni tohoto velkého
a nesnadného kolu. Snad ani je-
der chnedodhlvewémh!lo-
vichoyém Gsilitakového dspéchu
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A Decade of Games and Play

= The 1930s up to World War ||
= Olympic and Empire Games
= City and State Politics

= Playgrounds and Recreation

= Chanity WWork




The Visible' ES Marks:




The Indefatigable Alderman

= \Worla War ll-until 1947

= Although aged, no let-up: In his work
= Sporting Links

= Garnenng Recognition

=948 Olympic Games

=1 egacy,
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Conclusion

A transparent account of ES Vlarks's lite
Clear rules of evidence

Acknowledge seurces

Reflective account off methedology

Outputs




Photo Credits

Young ES Marks: Town and Country Journal, 29 July
1908, page 38 (original photo by Falk, Sydney)

Swimming: Lanes of Gold, Alan Clarkson, page 16

Stockholm 1912 and Jack’s Day programs: Contained in
ES Marks Collection, Mitchell Library

Lord Mayor ES Marks: The American Hebrew, 28
November 1930, page 1

Czech newspaper: Pestry Tyden, 30 April 1932, page 2

Empire Games: Post-Age postcard (original artist,
Charles Meere)

Portrait of ES Marks: By Joseph Wolinski (mounted in
Sydney Town Hall)




